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Hrvatska se, kao tradicionalno emigracijsko podrudje, postupno transformira u
imigracijsku zemlju, dok statisticki podaci istodobno biljeze i povratne migracij-
ske tijekove. U ovome se radu istrazuju prostorni obrasci distribucije imigracije
u Republici Hrvatskoj u razdoblju od 2021. do 2024. godine. U kontekstu in-
tenziviranja migracijskih kretanja i promjena u demografskoj strukturi Hrvatske,
studija analizira prostornu manifestaciju recentnih imigracijskih valova, uklju¢u-
juéi povratak iseljenika i njihovih potomaka te doseljavanje stranih drzavljana. Na
temelju sluzbenih statistickih podataka rad identificira klju¢na sredista imigracij-
ske privla¢nosti. Nalazi ukazuju na koncentraciju doseljavanja u velikim urbanim
aglomeracijama s najznacajnijim gospodarskim aktivnostima, posebice u Gradu
Zagrebu i Zagrebackoj Zupaniji, te u obalnim podrudjima koja karakterizira ra-
zvijen turisticki i usluzni sektor (Primorsko-goranska i Splitsko-dalmatinska Zupa-
nija). Istodobno ruralna podrugja i dalje biljeze negativne demografske trendove,
§to dodatno produbljuje postojeée regionalne disparitete. Analiza otkriva da su
klju¢ni ¢imbenici koji oblikuju prostornu distribuciju imigracije ekonomske prili-
ke (stanje na trzistu rada i stupanj gospodarskog razvoja) i kvaliteta Zivota napose
u priobalnim podru¢jima. Rad isti¢e potrebu za usmjerenim regionalnim politika-
ma radi uravnotezenja ovih tijekova i iskori$tavanja pozitivnih u¢inaka imigracije
za odrzivi razvoj nacionalnog teritorija.

K1JUCNE RECE: imigracija, migracije, prostorna distribucija, regionalni razvoj,
Hrvatska, demografski trendovi

Croatia, traditionally a country of emigration, is gradually transforming into a
country of immigration, while statistical data also record return migration flows.
This paper examines the spatial patterns of migration distribution in the Republic
of Croatia during the period 2021-2024. In the context of intensified migration
movements and changes in Croatias demographic structure, the study analyses
how recent waves of immigrants, including the return of emigrants and their de-
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scendants, as well as the immigration of foreign nationals, are spatially manifested.
Based on official statistical data the paper identifies the key centres of immigration
attractiveness. The findings indicate that immigration is concentrated in major
urban agglomerations with the most significant economic activities, particularly
the City of Zagreb and Zagreb County, as well as in coastal regions characterized
by a well-developed tourism and service sector (Primorje-Gorski Kotar County,
and Split-Dalmatia County). At the same time, rural areas continue to experience
negative demographic trends, further deepening the existing regional disparities.
The analysis reveals that the principal factors shaping the spatial distribution of
immigration are economic opportunities (labour market conditions and econom-
ic development) and quality of life, especially in coastal areas. The paper high-
lights the need for targeted regional policies aimed at balancing these flows and
harnessing the positive effects of immigration for the sustainable development of
the national territory.

KEywoRDs: immigration, migration, spatial distribution, regional development,
Croatia, demographic trends
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UvOD

Sve do okoncanja pandemije bolesti CO-
VID-19 Hrvatska je bila izrazito emigracijska
zemlja smjeStena unutar imigracijskog konti-
nenta kojemu integralno pripada. Punopravnim
¢lanstvom u Europskoj uniji, Hrvatska je preu-
zela obvezu osiguravanja slobodnog kretanja lju-
di i robe, $to je jedno od temeljnih prava Unije.
Tim su se pravom ekstenzivno koristili hrvatski
gradani koji su, potaknuti potraznjom europ-
skih gospodarstava za kvalitetnom i fleksibilnom
radnom snagom, 2013. godine pokrenuli emi-
gracijski val koji traje i danas, iako smanjenim
intenzitetom. Brojne ekonomske i drustvene
koristi ¢lanstva u Europskoj uniji u prvim go-
dinama c¢lanstva bile su zasjenjene izuzetnim
iseljenickim valom iz Hrvatske. Taj iseljenic¢-
ki val posljedica je dugoro¢nih ekonomskih i
drustvenih neravnoteza, a pokrenut i ubrzan je
postupnim otvaranjem niza razvijenih trziSta
rada u Europi (Akrap & Ivanda, 2023). Nega-
tivna migracijska bilanca, uz negativno prirod-
no kretanje stanovnistva, dovela je do znacajnog
smanjenja ukupnog broja stanovnika Hrvatske.
Tijekom medupopisnog razdoblja od 2011. do
2021. godine, ukupan broj stanovnika smanjio
se za 9,64 %. Depopulacija je zabiljezena u svim
zupanijama, a posebno je bila izrazena u sla-
vonskim Zupanijama te u Sisacko-moslavackoj
zupaniji. Uz ekonomske ¢imbenike, na emigra-
ciju su utjecale i brojne druge varijable koje su
oblikovale drustvenu klimu pogodnu za iselja-
vanje. Nakon zavr$etka pandemije 2022. godine
i posljedi¢nog snaznog gospodarskog oporavka,
Hrvatska je prvi put od 2008. godine zabilje-
zila pozitivan migracijski saldo, uz 11 685 vise
doseljenih nego iseljenih osoba (Drzavni zavod
za statistiku [DZS], 2025a). Glavni cilj ovoga
rada je prikazati prostorni raspored i vremensku
dinamiku suvremene medunarodne imigraci-
je u Republici Hrvatskoj na razini Zupanija u
razdoblju od 2021. do 2024. godine. Rad pri-
mjenjuje deskriptivni i eksplorativni analiticki
pristup. Uz prikaz prostorne distribucije, rad de-
skriptivno operacionalizira i raspravlja o klju¢-
nim ekonomskim i drustvenim determinantama

koje oblikuju uocene regionalne razlike.

INTRODUCTION

Until the end of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Croatia was predominantly an emigration coun-
try situated within an immigration continent of
which it is an integral part. Through its full mem-
bership in the European Union, Croatia assumed
the responsibility of ensuring the free movement
of people and goods, representing one of the fun-
damental rights of the EU. This right has been
extensively used by Croatian citizens who, driv-
en by the demands of European economies for
a high-quality and flexible workforce, initiated a
wave of emigration in 2013 that continues today,
albeit with reduced intensity. The numerous eco-
nomic and social benefits of membership in the
European Union were overshadowed by an excep-
tional wave of emigration from Croatia in the first
years of membership. This wave of emigration is
a consequence of long-term economic and social
imbalances and was initiated and accelerated by
gradual opening of a few developed labour markets
in Europe (Akrap & Ivanda, 2023). A negative
net migration rate, coupled with negative natural
population growth, has resulted in a significant
reduction in Croatia’s total population. The total
number of inhabitants decreased by 9.64% dur-
ing the intercensal period from 2011 to 2021. All
counties experienced a population decline, which
was particularly pronounced in the Slavonian
counties and Sisak-Moslavina County. In addition
to economic factors, emigration was influenced
by numerous other variables that shaped a social
climate conducive to departure. Following the
conclusion of the pandemic in 2022 and the sub-
sequent robust economic recovery, Croatia record-
ed a positive net migration rate for the first time
since 2008, with 11,685 more immigrants than
emigrants (CBS, 2025a). The main objective of
this paper is to present the spatial distribution and
temporal dynamics of contemporary immigration
in the Republic of Croatia at the county level in
the period from 2021 to 2024. The paper applies
a descriptive and exploratory analytical approach.
In addition to presenting the spatial distribution,
the paper descriptively operationalizes and discuss-
es the key economic and social determinants that

shape the observed regional differences.
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MIGRACIJSKI KONTEKST
HRVATSKE

Obrasci medunarodnih migracija rijetko su
staticni. Mnogobrojne su zemlje prosle dugo-
ro¢ne transformacije svojih migracijskih pro-
fila, prelaze¢i iz tradicionalnih emigracijskih
regija u odrediSta za medunarodne migrante.
Taj se fenomen cesto opisuje konceptom mi-
gracijske tranzicije, koji objasnjava kako gospo-
darski razvoj, demografske promjene i politi¢ka
integracija postupno preoblikuju migracijske
sustave. Zemlje koje prolaze gospodarski rast,
demografsko starenje i nedostatak radne snage
Cesto prelaze iz emigracijskih u imigracijske dr-
zave. Hrvatska je nedavno pocela biljeziti po-
rast razine imigracije, napose u sektorima koji
se suocavaju s deficitom radne snage, kao $to
su turizam, gradevinarstvo i usluzne djelatno-
sti. Slijedom toga, Hrvatska poprima karakteri-
stike dualnoga migracijskog sustava, u kojemu
istodobno koegzistiraju emigracija i imigracija
(Bara, 2023). Statisticki podaci Drzavnog za-
voda za statistiku ilustriraju tu transformaciju.
Prije pandemije COVID-19 imigranti su pre-
tezito dolazili iz susjednih zemalja jugoisto¢ne
Europe (Bosne i Hercegovine, Srbije i Sjeverne
Makedonije). Medutim, od 2022. godine uoce-
na je velika promjena uz rastuéi udio migranata
iz izvaneuropskih zemalja, poput Nepala, Indije
i Filipina. Posljednjih godina broj stranih rad-
nika znadajno se povecao, $to odrazava potra-
znju na trzi$tu rada, ali i usvajanje fleksibilnijih
imigracijskih politika. Paralele se mogu povuéi s
drugim europskim urbanim podruéjima i usluz-
nim gospodarstvima orijentiranima na turizam
u kojima se zaposljava velik broj imigranata. U
takvim su kontekstima prisutne mnogobrojne
migrantske zajednice, posebice one iz Azije i
istoéne Europe (Van Hooren, 2010). Razlike
su evidentne i s obzirom na intenzitet gospo-
darskih

sjeverne regije Italije privla¢nije su i meduna-

aktivnosti; primjerice, urbanizirane
rodnim i unutarnjim migrantima, §to pridonosi
demografskom rastu, nasuprot juznim regijama
u kojima su migracijski priljevi slabiji (Bena-
ssi i sur., 2025). Recentna istrazivanja medu

stranim radnicima u Hrvatskoj upuéuju na
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MIGRATION CONTEXT OF
CROATIA

International migration patterns are rarely stat-
ic. Numerous countries have undergone long-
term transformations in their migration profiles,
shifting from traditional regions of emigration to
destinations for international migrants. This phe-
nomenon is often described through the concept
of migration transition, which explains how eco-
nomic development, demographic change, and
political integration gradually reshape migration
systems over time. Countries experiencing eco-
nomic growth, demographic ageing, and labour
shortages frequently transition from emigration
to immigration states. Croatia has recently begun
to experience increasing levels of immigration,
particularly in sectors facing labour shortages
such as tourism, construction, and services. Con-
sequently, Croatia has gradually started to exhib-
it characteristics of a dual migration system, in
which emigration and immigration coexist simul-
taneously (Bara, 2023). Statistical data from the
Croatian Bureau of Statistics illustrate this trans-
formation. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic,
immigrants were predominantly from neigh-
bouring countries of Southeast Europe (Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Serbia, and North Macedonia).
However, since 2022 a pronounced shift has been
observed, with a growing share of migrants origi-
nating from non-European countries such as Ne-
pal, India, and the Philippines. In recent years,
the number of foreign workers has increased sig-
nificantly, reflecting both labour market demand
and the adoption of more flexible immigration
policies. Parallels can be observed with other Eu-
ropean urban areas and tourism-oriented service
economies where many immigrants find employ-
ment. In these contexts, numerous migrant com-
munities are present, particularly from Asia and
Eastern Europe (Van Hooren, 2010). The differ-
ences are also evident depending on the intensity
of economic activity; for instance, the urbanised
northern regions of Italy are more attractive to
both international and internal migrants, con-
tributing to demographic growth, in contrast to
southern regions where migrant inflows are weak-
er (Benassi et al., 2025).
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namjere dugotrajnijega ili ¢ak trajnoga borav-
ka, kao i na planove za preseljenje te spajanje
obitelji (Balabani¢ i sur., 2025). S obzirom na
skromno povijesno iskustvo Hrvatske s imigra-
cijskim i integracijskim politikama, razumijeva-
nje te tranzicije pruza vazinu teorijsku osnovu
za analizu suvremenih imigracijskih obrazaca u
zemlji. Unato¢ sve ve¢em akademskom interesu
za migracijske procese u Hrvatskoj, prostorna
dimenzija suvremene imigracije ostaje relativno
nedovoljno istrazena. lako statisti¢ki podaci ja-
sno pokazuju brz porast broja stranih radnika i
stanovnika, nedostaju istrazivanja koja analizi-
raju gdje se ti migranti naseljavaju unutar ze-
mlje te kako se njihova prostorna distribucija
razvija tijekom vremena. Postojece studije ¢esto
se fokusiraju na migracijske trendove na nacio-
nalnoj razini, bez detaljnoga ispitivanja regio-

nalnih ili urbanih obrazaca.

TEORIJSKI OKVIR

Cikaska socioloska $kola odigrala je temeljnu
ulogu u oblikovanju proucavanja urbanih sredi-
na, rasnih, meduetni¢kih odnosa i imigrantskih
iskustava pocetkom 20. stolje¢a. Znanstvenici
povezani s tom tradicijom razvili su koncept
humane ekologije te su grad promatrali kao
»prirodni laboratorij“ za razumijevanje drustve-
nih procesa. Robert E. Park, sredisnja figura Ci-
kaske $kole, formulirao je klju¢ni konceptualni
okvir koji opisuje faze kroz koje migranti pro-
laze na putu prema konacnoj asimilaciji: kon-
takt—sukob—prilagodba—asimilacija. Postupna
asimilacija imigranata bila je zamisljena kao
dugoro¢no rjesenje za ublazavanje urbanih kon-
flikata (Garcia, 2025). Iako se o njoj Siroko ra-
spravlja u literaturi i primjenjuje se u razli¢itim
kontekstima, ne postoji jedinstvena, univerzal-
no prihvadena definicija rezidencijalne segrega-
cije. Definicije variraju od opéeg razumijeva-
nja, koje se odnosi na stupanj neujednacenosti
rasporeda odredene skupine na geografskom
podrudju, do viSedimenzionalne konceptualiza-
cije koju su uveli Douglas S. Massey i Nancy
A. Denton (1988). Njihov okvir identificira pet

dimenzija segregacije: ujednacenost (evenness),

Recent research among foreign workers indi-
cates intentions to remain in Croatia for a long
time or even permanently, as well as plans for
relocation and family reunification (Balabani¢
et al., 2025). Given Croatia’s limited historical
experience with immigration and integration
policies, understanding this transition provides
an important theoretical basis for analysing con-
temporary immigration patterns in the country.
Despite growing academic interest in migration
processes in Croatia, the spatial dimensions of
contemporary immigration remain relatively
underexplored. Although statistical data clearly
demonstrate a rapid increase in the number of
foreign workers and residents, there is limited
research analysing where these migrants settle
within the country and how their spatial distri-
bution evolves over time. The existing studies
largely focus on migration trends at the national
level without detailed examination of regional
or urban patterns.

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The Chicago School of Sociology played a
foundational role in shaping the early twenti-
eth-century study of cities, race relations, in-
terethnic relations, and immigrant experiences.
Scholars associated with this tradition developed
the concept of human ecology and regarded the
city as a ‘natural laboratory’ for understanding
social processes. Robert E. Park, a central figure
of the Chicago School, formulated a key con-
ceptual framework describing the stages through
which migrants pass on the path toward even-
tual assimilation: contact-conflict-accommoda-
tion-assimilation. Gradual assimilation of im-
migrants was envisioned as a long-term solution
for mitigating urban conflicts (Garcia, 2025).
Although widely discussed in the literature and
applied across various contexts, there is no sin-
gle universally accepted definition of residential
segregation. Definitions range from a general
understanding, referring to the degree to which
a particular group is unevenly distributed across
a geographical area, to a multidimensional con-

ceptualization introduced by Douglas S. Massey
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izlozenost (exposure), koncentraciju (concen-
tration), centralizaciju (centralization) i grupi-
ranost (clustering) (Royuela & Vargas, 2010).
Osim ekonomskih prilika, migrante privlade i
podrudja koja nude visu kvalitetu Zivota. Lan-
¢ana migracija postaje klju¢ni mehanizam koji
odrzava prostorne migracijske obrasce te moze
biti jednako znacajna za unutarnje i meduna-
rodne migracije. Migrantske mreze obavlja-
ju vazne funkcije jer raniji migranti smanjuju
troskove i rizike za kasnije migrante pruzaju-
¢i im informacije, neformalnu pomo¢ i razne
druge resurse (Skop i sur., 2006). Migracija je
inherentno prostorni proces. Migranti su rijet-
ko ravnomjerno rasporedeni po nacionalnom
teritoriju. Umjesto toga, teze koncentraciji u
regijama u kojima su ekonomske prilike, in-
frastruktura i drustvene mreze najrazvijeniji.
Posljedi¢no, prostorni raspored imigranata sre-
di$nja je tema u migracijama i urbanoj socio-
logiji. Dok regionalna distribucija imigranata
¢ini jednu dimenziju migracija, drugi vazan
aspekt odnosi se na unutarnju prostornu struk-
turu gradova. Migranti se ¢esto koncentriraju
u specifi¢cnim Cetvrtima ili dijelovima unutar
urbanih podruéja, stvarajuéi obrasce rezidenci-
jalnog grupiranja ili segregacije. Diljem Europe
novi valovi imigracije tijekom 20. i 21. stoljeca
potaknuli su zabrinutost u vezi s kulturnom fra-
gmentacijom, dru$tvenim podjelama, meduet-
ni¢kim tenzijama i rastu¢om antipatijom prema
imigrantima. Iako se koncepti poput prostorne
asimilacije i segregacije ¢esto operacionaliziraju
na unutargradskoj razini, oni imaju izravnu re-
fleksiju i na $iri regionalni kontekst. Regionalna
atraktivnost pojedinih podruéja diktira primar-
ni prihvat migranata. U europskom kontekstu,
regije s visokim intenzitetom turizma, razvije-
nim usluznim sektorom te izrazenom gospodar-
skom dinamikom poput obalnih ili razvijenih
industrijskih regija pokazuju znatno veéi in-
tenzitet imigracije. To posljedi¢no stvara regi-
onalnu polarizaciju unutar nacionalnog terito-
rija, gdje se u ekonomski dinami¢nim regijama
stvara potreba za specifi¢(nom radnom snagom,
dok ruralna i gospodarski stagnirajuéa pod-
ru¢ja ostaju izvan tih tijekova. Gradovi diljem

Europske unije, uslijed Sirenja medunarodnih
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and Nancy A. Denton (1988). Their framework
identifies five dimensions of segregation: even-
ness, exposure, concentration, centralization,
and clustering (Royuela & Vargas, 2010). In
addition to economic opportunities, migrants
are also attracted to areas that offer a higher
quality of life. Chain migration becomes a key
mechanism sustaining spatial migration patterns
and can be equally significant for both internal
and international migration. Migrant networks
perform important functions because early mi-
grants reduce the costs and risks for subsequent
migrants by providing information, informal
assistance, and various other resources (Skop
et al., 2006). Migration is inherently a spatial
process. Migrants are rarely distributed evenly
across national territories. Instead, they tend to
concentrate in regions where economic oppor-
tunities, infrastructure, and social networks are
most developed. Consequently, the spatial distri-
bution of immigrants represents a central topic
within migration and urban sociology. While the
regional distribution of immigrants constitutes
one dimension of migration, another important
aspect concerns the internal spatial structure of
cities. Migrants frequently concentrate in spe-
cific neighbourhoods or districts within urban
areas, producing patterns of residential cluster-
ing or segregation. Across much of Europe, new
waves of immigration during the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries have raised concerns re-
garding cultural fragmentation, social division,
interethnic tensions, and growing dislike toward
immigrants. Although concepts such as spatial
assimilation and segregation are often opera-
tionalized at the intra-city level, they also have
a direct reflection on the wider regional context.
The regional attractiveness of individual areas
dictates the primary reception of migrants. In
the European context, regions with high tour-
ism intensity, a developed service sector and pro-
nounced economic dynamism such as coastal or
developed industrial regions show a significant-
ly higher intensity of immigration. This conse-
quently creates regional polarization within the
national territory, where economically dynamic
regions create the need for a specific workforce,

while rural and economically stagnant areas re-
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migracija, postali su obiljezeni sve ve¢om etni¢-
kom i religijskom raznolikos¢u. U pojedinim
sredinama obrasci rezidencijalne segregacije
podudaraju se s visokim udjelima stanovnika
specifi¢cnoga migracijskog podrijetla (Artero &
Chiodelli, 2020; Galeano & Bayona-i-Carras-
co, 2018; Malmberg i sur., 2018; Panori i sur.,
2019). Jedna od utjecajnih teorijskih perspekti-
va u tom podrudju je teorija prostorne asimila-
cije. Prema tom modelu, imigranti se u pocéetku
naseljavaju u Cetvrtima s nizim troskovima sta-
novanja i ve¢om koncentracijom drugih migra-
nata. S vremenom, kako migranti ostvaruju so-
cioekonomsku mobilnost i postaju integriraniji
u drustvo domadina, postupno se sele u imué-
nije ili etnicki mjesovite ¢etvrti. Rezidencijalna
mobilnost tako odrazava procese drustvene in-
tegracije (Wen, 2019). Alternativna perspektiva
je teorija stratifikacije mjesta (place stratification
theory), koja naglasava strukturne barijere koje
mogu ograniciti rezidencijalne izbore migrana-
ta. Diskriminacija na trziStu nekretnina, socio-
ekonomske nejednakosti i institucionalna ogra-
ni¢enja mogu sprijeciti odredene migrantske
skupine u pristupu pozeljnijim cetvrtima, $to
rezultira postojanim obrascima segregacije. Iz te
perspektive, rezidencijalna segregacija odrazava
Sire drustvene nejednakosti, a ne samo privre-
mene faze asimilacije (Charles, 2003). Istraziva-
nja urbanih migracija diljem Europe sugeriraju
da se ovi procesi mogu odvijati istodobno. U
nekim sluc¢ajevima migranti formiraju etnicke
enklave koje pruzaju dru$tvenu potporu, eko-
nomske prilike i kulturnu bliskost. S druge stra-
ne, segregacija moze biti posljedica strukturnih
nejednakosti koje ogranicavaju pristup migra-
nata stanovanju i prilikama za zaposljavanje. Za
migrantske skupine koje prolaze kroz procese
akulturacije unutar drustva, prakse veéinskog
drustva su vazne jer izravno utje¢u na njihove
akulturacijske strategije. Vecinsko drustvo ta-
koder prolazi kroz proces akulturacije putem
vlastitih strategija: multikulturalizma, ,lonca
za taljenje® (melting pot), segregacije i iskljuce-
nosti (Berry, 20006, p. 35). Strategija segregacije
povezana je s dru$tvenim praksama u kojima
ve¢insko stanovni$tvo nameée marginalizaciju

manjinskih skupina te se moze prepoznati kao

main outside these flows. With the expansion of
international migration, cities across the Europe-
an Union have become characterized by increas-
ing ethnic and religious diversity. In some urban
contexts, patterns of residential segregation co-
incide with higher shares of residents with spe-
cific migration backgrounds (Artero & Chiodel-
li, 2020; Galeano & Bayona-i-Carrasco, 2018;
Malmberg et al., 2018; Panori et al., 2019).
One influential theoretical perspective in this
field is spatial assimilation theory. According to
this model, immigrants initially settle in neigh-
bourhoods with lower housing costs and higher
concentrations of other migrants. Over time, as
migrants achieve socioeconomic mobility and
become more integrated into the host society,
they gradually move into more affluent or eth-
nically mixed neighbourhoods. Residential mo-
bility thus reflects processes of social integration
(Wen, 2019). An alternative perspective is place
stratification theory, which emphasizes structural
barriers that may constrain migrants’ residential
choices. Discrimination in housing markets, so-
cioeconomic inequalities, and institutional con-
straints can prevent certain migrant groups from
accessing more desirable neighbourhoods, result-
ing in persistent patterns of segregation. From
this perspective, residential segregation reflects
broader social inequalities rather than merely
temporary stages of assimilation (Charles, 2003).
Research on urban migration across Europe
suggests that both processes may occur simul-
taneously. In some cases, migrants form ethnic
enclaves that provide social support, economic
opportunities, and cultural familiarity. In oth-
er cases, segregation may result from structural
inequalities that limit migrants’ access to hous-
ing and employment opportunities. For migrant
groups undergoing processes of acculturation
within society, the practices of the majority soci-
ety are important because they directly influence
migrants’ acculturation strategies. The majority
society also undergoes a process of acculturation
through its own strategies: multiculturalism, the
melting pot, segregation, and exclusion (Berry,
2006, p. 35). The strategy of segregation is asso-
ciated with social practices in which the margin-
alization of minority groups is imposed by the
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strategija iskljucivanja (Berry, 2006, p. 35). S
obzirom na to da su koncepti asimilacije, re-
zidencijalne segregacije, akulturacije i prostor-
ne stratifikacije primarno teorijski i empirijski
razvijani na mikroprostornim jedinicama, nji-
hova izravna statisticka operacionalizacija za-
htijeva precizne podatke na nizim razinama. U
trenuta¢nom kontekstu suvremene imigracije u
Hrvatskoj, obiljezenom visokom volatilno$éu
podataka za manje prostorne jedinice, analiza
na makroregionalnoj (Zupanijskoj) razini name-
¢e se kao nuzan prvi korak. Stoga se u ovome
radu navedeni koncepti ne operacionaliziraju
kao mjerljive varijable, ve¢ sluze kao $iri in-
terpretativni okvir za razumijevanje ishodista
migracijskih tokova. Regionalna (Zupanijska)
distribucija prikazana u nastavku interpretira
se kao makropreduvjet mikroprocesa: tek kada
se identificiraju zari$ta regionalne koncentracije
(gdje se migranti naseljavaju na razini drzave),
otvara se prostor za buduca istrazivanja koja ée
unutar tih specifiénih Zupanija mjeriti stupanj
segregacije ili prostorne stratifikacije na razini
gradova.

U Hrvatskoj su istrazivanja rezidencijalne se-
gregacije jo$ uvijek relativno ogranicena u od-
nosu na zemlje Zapadne Europe. Medutim, ra-
stuéi broj stranih radnika i stanovnika sugerira
da bi dinamika urbanih migracija mogla postati
sve znacajnija u buduénosti. Gradovi poput Za-
greba i drugih ve¢ih urbanih sredista vjerojatno
¢e dozivjeti povedanu prostornu koncentraciju
migranata, osobito u Cetvrtima koje nude pri-
stupa¢no stanovanje i blizinu radnih mjesta.
Razumijevanje rezidencijalnih obrazaca vaino
je ne samo za analizu dinamike migracija, veé
i za rjeSavanje Sirih pitanja drustvene kohezije
i integracije. Prostorno grupiranje migranata
moze utjecati na pristup obrazovanju, mrezama
zaposljavanja i javnim uslugama. Stoga ispiti-
vanje obrazaca urbanog naseljavanja pruza dra-
gocjen uvid u dugoroéne izglede za integraciju
migrantske populacije. Dodatni metodoloski
oprez potreban je zbog fenomena sekundarnog
stanovanja i tzv. ,fiktivnog stanovnistva“, koje
zamagljuje stvarno stanje na razini popisnih
jedinica, posebno u priobalnim podrudjima

(Cuka, 2026).
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majority population and can be recognized as a
strategy of exclusion (Berry, 2006, p. 35). Giv-
en that the concepts of assimilation, residential
segregation, acculturation and spatial stratifica-
tion have been primarily theoretically and em-
pirically developed at micro-spatial units, their
direct statistical operationalization requires pre-
cise data at lower levels. In the current context of
contemporary immigration in Croatia, marked
by high volatility of data for smaller spatial units,
analysis at the macro-regional (county) level im-
poses itself as a necessary first step. Therefore, in
this paper, the concepts are not operationalized
as measurable variables but serve as a broader
interpretative framework for understanding the
origins of migration flows. The regional (county)
distribution presented below is interpreted as a
macro-precondition of the micro-process: only
when hot spots of regional concentration are
identified (where migrants settle at the state lev-
el), does space open up for future research that
will measure the degree of segregation or spatial
stratification at the city level within these spe-
cific counties. In Croatia, research on residential
segregation remains relatively limited compared
with that in Western European countries. How-
ever, the growing number of foreign workers and
residents suggests that the dynamics of urban mi-
gration may become increasingly significant in
the future. Cities such as Zagreb and other major
urban centres are likely to experience increasing
spatial concentration of migrants, particularly in
neighbourhoods offering affordable housing and
proximity to employment opportunities. Under-
standing residential patterns is important not
only for analysing migration dynamics but also
for addressing broader issues of social cohesion
and integration. Spatial clustering of migrants
can influence access to education, employment
networks, and public services. Consequently, ex-
amining patterns of urban settlement provides
valuable insights into the long-term prospects
for the integration of migrant populations. Ad-
ditional methodological caution is needed due to
the phenomenon of secondary housing and the
so-called ‘fictitious population,” which obscures
the real situation at the level of census units, es-

pecially in coastal areas (Cuka, 2026).
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PODACITI METODE

Istrazivanje se temelji na sluzbenim admi-
nistrativnim podacima Drzavnog zavoda za
statistiku (DZS). U radu se koriste dva skupa
podataka. Primarni skup obuhvada godi$nje za-
pise o unutarnjim i vanjskim migracijskim kre-
tanjima na razini op¢ina i Zupanija za razdoblje
od 2011. do 2024. godine. Ti podaci pokrivaju
svih 556 op¢ina i gradova, kao i 20 Zupanija te
Grad Zagreb. Analiza je ograni¢ena na razdoblje
nakon 2020. godine (2021. — 2024.) kako bi se
obuhvatio najnoviji imigracijski val i izbjeglo
mije$anje s obrascima mobilnosti iz pretpan-
demijskog vremena. Drugi skup podataka, koji
takoder objavljuje DZS, sadrzi procjene stanov-
ni$tva sredinom godine po zZupanijama za isto
razdoblje.

Analiza se provodi isklju¢ivo na Zupanijskoj
razini (NUTS-3). To je osnovna administrativna
i statisticka jedinica ispod drzavne razine u Hr-
vatskoj. Podaci na razini op¢ina, iako dostupni,
pokazuju znatnu volatilnost zbog malog broja
stanovnika. Stoga nisu prikladni za relevantnu
usporednu analizu. Ukupno je analizirana 21
prostorna jedinica: 20 zupanija i Grad Zagreb,
koji ima poseban administrativni status.

Klju¢na varijabla istrazivanja jest broj doselje-
nih iz inozemstva. Prema metodologiji DZS-a,
doseljenima iz inozemstva smatraju se osobe
koje su promijenile uobic¢ajenu drzavu stanova-
nja na razdoblje koje traje ili se ocekuje da e
trajati najmanje godinu dana (DZS, 2025a).
Radi valjane usporedbe medu zupanijama, ap-
solutni su brojevi pretvoreni u stope na 1000
stanovnika s pomoc¢u odgovaraju¢ih godisnjih
procjena stanovniStva. Vanjski migracijski sal-
do izrac¢unat je kao razlika izmedu doseljenih
iz inozemstva i iseljenih u inozemstvo za svaku
zupaniju i godinu.

Obrada podataka i vizualizacija provedene su
u programskom jeziku R. KoriSteni su paketi
tidyverse i ggplot2 za pripremu i prikaz podataka
te giscoR i sfza rad s prostornim podacima i kar-
tografiju. Analiti¢ki je pristup deskriptivan i ek-
splorativan. Statisticko modeliranje nije primi-
jenjeno. Cilj je karakterizirati prostorni raspored

i vremensku dinamiku nedavne medunarodne

DATA AND METHODS

This study relies on official administrative
data published by the Croatian Bureau of Sta-
tistics (CBS) (Croatian: Drgavni zavod za statis-
tiku, DZS). Two datasets are used. The primary
dataset contains annual records of internal and
international migration flows at the municipality
and county (Zupanija) level for the period 2011—
2024, covering all 556 municipalities and cities
as well as 20 counties and the City of Zagreb. For
the purposes of this study, the analysis is restrict-
ed to the post-2020 period (2021-2024), which
captures the most recent immigration wave and
avoids conflation with pre-pandemic mobility
patterns. The second dataset contains mid-year
population estimates by county for the same pe-
riod, also published by CBS. The analysis is con-
ducted exclusively at the county level (NUTS-3),
which represents the primary administrative and
statistical unit below the national level in Croatia.
Municipality-level data, while available, exhibit
substantial volatility due to small population siz-
es and are therefore not suitable for meaningful
comparative analysis. In total, 21 spatial units
were analysed: 20 counties and the City of Za-
greb, which holds a distinct administrative status.

The key research variable is the number of im-
migrants from abroad. According to the method-
ology of the Croatian Bureau of Statistics (CBS),
immigrants from abroad are defined as persons
who have changed their country of usual residence
for a period that lasts, or is expected to last, at
least one year (CBS, 2025a). To enable meaning-
ful cross-county comparisons, all absolute counts
are converted to rates per 1,000 inhabitants using
the corresponding annual mid-year population
estimates. Net international migration was calcu-
lated as the difference between immigration from
abroad and emigration abroad for each county
and year. All data processing and visualisation
were performed in R, using the zidyverse and gg-
plot2 packages for data wrangling and visualis-
ation, and the giscoR and sf packages for spatial
data and mapping. The analytical approach is
descriptive and exploratory. No statistical mod-
elling is applied. The aim is to characterise the
spatial distribution and temporal dynamics of re-
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SLIKA 1. Stopa doseljavanja iz inozemstva po Zupanijama u Hroatskoj 2024. godine (%)
F1cUrE 1 Immigration rate by county in Croatia in 2024 (%o)
Izvor: izradun autora prema DZS-u (2025a, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (2025a, 2025b)

imigracije kroz skup od Sest komplementarnih

vizualizacija.

REZULTATI I RASPRAVA

U nastavku su prikazani prostorni i vremenski
obrasci doseljavanja iz inozemstva na razini hrvat-
skih Zupanija, s posebnim naglaskom na razlike
u intenzitetu doseljavanja, njegovu dinamiku u
razdoblju 2021. — 2024. te saldo medunarodne
migracije.

SL. 1. prikazuje izrazito neujednacenu raspodje-
lu stopa doseljavanja iz inozemstva za svih 21 hr-
vatsku zupaniju u 2024. godini, rangiranih prema
intenzitetu. Istarska zupanija biljeZi najvisu stopu
od 34,6 doseljenika na 1000 stanovnika, $to je go-
tovo dvostruko vise od drzavnog prosjeka od 18,2
%eo. Slijede Zadarska sa stopom od 27,9 %o te Li¢-
ko-senjska zupanija s 27,8 %o.

Na zacelju se nalaze Bjelovarsko-bilogorska (8,1
%o) i Viroviticko-podravska (8,5 %o). Njihove su
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cent international immigration through a set of

six complementary visualisations.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The following section presents the spatial and
temporal patterns of immigration from abroad at
the county level in Croatia, with particular em-
phasis on differences in immigration intensity, its
dynamics over the 2021-2024 period, and the
international migration balance.

Figure 1 shows a highly uneven distribution of
immigration rates from abroad across all 21 Cro-
atian counties in 2024, ranked by intensity. Istria
County records the highest rate at 34.6%o, near-
ly double the national average of 18.2%o. Zadar
County and Lika-Senj County follow with rates
of 27.9%o and 27.8%o, respectively. At the lower
end, Bjelovar-Bilogora County (8.1%o) and Vi-
rovitica-Podravina County (8.5%o) record rates
of less than half the national average. The data
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SLIKA 2. Trendovi doseljavanja po Zupanijama u Hrvatskoj, 2021. — 2024. (%o)
F1GUrE 2 Trends in immigration by county in Croatia, 2021-2024 (%)
Izvor: izracun autora prema DZS-u (20252, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (20252, 2025b)

stope nize od polovice driavnog prosjeka. Podaci
ukazuju na jasnu geografsku podjelu. S jedne su
strane jadranske Zupanije, dok su s druge strane
kontinentalne, ponajprije slavonske Zupanije.

Razvoj stopa doseljavanja na Zupanijskoj razini
tijekom cetverogodisnjeg istrazivackog razdoblja
vidljiv je na Sl. 2. Najvazniji je nalaz da je uzla-
zni trend gotovo univerzalan. Gotovo sve zupani-
je zabiljeZile su porast intenziteta medunarodnog
doseljavanja izmedu 2021. i 2024. godine. Takav
obrazac upucuje na strukturno ubrzanje imigra-
cije na razini cijele drzave, a ne na preraspodjelu
izmedu regija.

Medu istaknutim Zupanijama Istarska biljezi
najvedi apsolutni porast, s 15,6 %o u 2021. na
34,6 %o u 2024. godini. Razlika izmedu Zupanija
s najvisim i najnizim vrijednostima u tom se raz-
doblju povecala, $to ukazuje na postupno produ-
bljivanje prostorne polarizacije. Sive linije prika-
zuju ostale Zupanije, plavim su linijama istaknute
Istarska i Zadarska Zupanija, a naranéastom Bjelo-
varsko-bilogorska Zupanija. Isprekidana crna lini-
ja oznacava drzavni prosjek, dok je sivom trakom
izdvojena 2021. godina kao pandemijski referen-
tni okvir. Jaz izmedu priobalnih i kontinentalnih

reveal a clear geographic divide between Adriatic
counties on the one hand and continental, par-
ticularly Slavonian, counties on the other.

Figure 2 traces the evolution of county-level
immigration rates over the four-year study peri-
od. The most salient finding is that the upward
trend is nearly universal — almost all counties
experienced an increase in international immi-
gration intensity between 2021 and 2024. This
pattern suggests a structural, country-wide accel-
eration of international immigration rather than
a redistribution between regions. Istria shows
the steepest absolute increase among the high-
lighted counties, rising from 15.6%o in 2021 to
34.6%o0 in 2024. The gap between the highest
and lowest counties widened over the period,
pointing to a gradual deepening of spatial polar-
ization. The grey lines represent the remaining
counties, while Istria County and Zadar Coun-
ty are highlighted in blue and Bjelovar-Bilogora
County in orange. The dashed black line indi-
cates the national average, while the grey band
highlights 2021 as the pandemic reference year.
The gap between coastal and inland counties

widened consistently over the period, suggest-
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zupanija kontinuirano se $irio. To sugerira ubr-
zanje prostorne polarizacije nedavne imigracije u
Hrvatskoj.

Vremenska dinamika unutar promatranog raz-
doblja nije jednoli¢na te se njezino tumadenje ne
moze svesti iskljuivo na linearni rast. Godina
2021. jos uvijek odrazava ograni¢enja mobilnosti
vezana za pandemiju bolesti COVID-19, kada su
medunarodna kretanja bila bitno smanjena admi-
nistrativnhim mjerama i smanjenom potraznjom za
radnom snagom u usluznom i turistickom sekto-
ru. Razdoblje od 2022. do 2024. godine podudara
se s fazom snaznog gospodarskog oporavka i in-
tenziviranog uvoza radne snage iz izvaneuropskih

zemalja. Stoga zabiljezeni porast doseljavanja dje-

ing an accelerating spatial polarization of recent
immigration in Croatia.

The temporal dynamics within the observed
period are not uniform and cannot be inter-
preted solely as linear growth. The year 2021
still reflects mobility restrictions related to the
COVID-19  pandemic,

movements were significantly reduced by ad-

when international
ministrative measures and reduced demand for
labour in the service and tourism sectors. The
period from 2022 to 2024 coincides with a phase
of strong economic recovery and intensified la-
bour imports from non-European countries.
Therefore, the recorded increase in immigration
partly represents the recovery of migration flows

Prosjec¢na stopa
doseljavanja (%o) /
Average immigration
rate (%.o)

. 22,8 - 28,5 %o
- 17,9 - 22,7 %o
- 12,0~ 17,8 %o

D 8,7 - 12,8 %o N
[ss-aswe N

L0+ 1+ 1 1 ] 100km

SLIKA 3. Prosjecna godisnja stopa doseljavanja po Zupanijama u Hrvatskoj, 2021. — 2024. (%o)
F1GurE 3 Average annual rate of immigration by county in Croatia, 2021-2024 (%o)
Izvor: izra¢un autora prema DZS-u (20252, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (20252, 2025b)
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lomice predstavlja oporavak migracijskih tijekova
na pretpandemijsku razinu, a djelomice struktur-
no jacanje imigracije kao trajnijeg obiljezja hrvat-
skoga migracijskog sustava.

Razlika izmedu dvaju potperioda vidljiva je i u
apsolutnim vrijednostima. Nacionalna stopa do-
seljavanja iz inozemstva u 2021. godini iznosila
je 9,26 %o, dok prosjek razdoblja 2022. — 2024.
doseze 17,08 %o. Najvedi relativni porast izmedu
2021. i prosjeka razdoblja 2022. — 2024. zabilje-
zile su upravo obalne Zupanije s razvijenim turi-
stickim gospodarstvom, dok je u kontinentalnim,
prije svega slavonskim Zupanijama, dinamika ra-
sta bila znatno slabija. To upuduje na zakljucak
da pandemijska godina 2021. nije tek nuzno refe-
rentno ishodiste ¢etverogodi$njeg niza, ve¢ struk-

turno razlidita faza, te da glavnina identificiranih

to the pre-pandemic level, and partly a structural
strengthening of immigration as a more perma-
nent feature of the Croatian migration system.
The difference between the two sub-periods
is also visible in absolute values. The national
rate of immigration in 2021 was 9.26 %o, while
the average for the period 2022-2024 reaches
17.08 %o. The largest relative increase between
2021 and the average for the period 2022-2024
was recorded precisely in coastal counties with
a developed tourism economy, while in conti-
nental, primarily Slavonian counties, the growth
dynamics were significantly weaker. This points
to the conclusion that the pandemic year 2021
is not just a necessary reference starting point
of a four-year series, but a structurally different
phase, and that most of the identified spatial

2021 2022 2023 2024
starska se e | SN SN
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Krapinsko-zagorska 8,8 8,5 10,4 13,1
Pozesko-slavonska 7,0 8,7 8,8 10,0
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SvikA 4. Doseljavanje iz inozemstva po Zupanijama u Hrvatskoj, 2021. — 2024. (%o)
F1GURE 4 Immigration from abroad by county in Croatia, 2021-2024 (%o)
Izvor: izracun autora prema DZS-u (20252, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (20252, 2025b)
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prostornih obrazaca proizlazi iz postpandemijske
dinamike trzi$ta rada.

Prostorna distribucija prosje¢nih godisnjih sto-
pa doseljavanja iz inozemstva po Zupanijama za
cijelo razdoblje od 2021. do 2024. godine na kar-
togramu na Sl. 3. potvrduje podjelu na priobalje i
unutra$njost uo¢enu ranije na Sl. 1. Taj se obrazac
zadrzava i u viSegodiSnjem prosjeku. Jadranska
obala — od Istre na sjeverozapadu, preko dalma-
tinskih Zupanija do Dubrovacko-neretvanske na
jugu — tvori neprekinuti pojas visokog intenziteta.
Grad Zagreb i okolna Zagrebacka Zupanija nalaze
se u srednjem rangu. To je odraz njihove ekonom-
ske vaznosti, ali i velike apsolutne baze stanovnis-
tva. Kontinentalne zupanije, posebno one u Sla-
voniji, postojano biljeze najnize stope.

Na Sl. 4. prikazane su stope doseljavanja po zu-
panijama i godinama pomocu ,toplinske karte®
(heatmap), sto omoguluje istodobno sagledavanje
prostorne hijerarhije i vremenske dinamike. Re-

patterns arise from the post-pandemic dynamics
of the labour market.

Figure 3 maps the average annual immigration
rate across counties for the full 2021-2024 peri-
od. The choropleth map confirms the coastal —
inland divide identified in Figure 1 and extends
it to the full temporal average. The Adriatic coast
— from Istria in the northwest through the Dal-
matian counties to Dubrovnik-Neretva in the
south - forms a continuous high-intensity belt.
The City of Zagreb and its surrounding Zagreb
County occupy a middle tier, reflecting both
their economic centrality and large absolute pop-
ulation base. Continental counties, particularly
those in Slavonia, consistently record the lowest
rates.

Figure 4 presents immigration rates by county
and year using a heatmap, allowing the spatial hi-
erarchy and temporal dynamics to be examined
simultaneously. The ranking of counties accord-
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Vukovarsko-srijemska
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Pozesko-slavonska
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SLIKA §. Sastav doseljavanja prema podrijetlu i Zupanijama, prosjek 2021.—2024. (%o)
Ficure 5 Composition of migration by origin and county, 2021-2024 average (%o)
Izvor: izra¢un autora prema DZS-u (20252, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (20252, 2025b)
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doslijed Zupanija prema prosjecnoj stopi doselja-
vanja ostaje gotovo potpuno stabilan tijekom sve
Cetiri godine, $to upuduje na postojanost regional-
ne hijerarhije. Relativni polozaj pojedinih Zupa-
nija pritom se tijekom promatranog razdoblja tek
neznatno mijenjao.

Postupno pojacavanje crvenog tona s lijeve na
desnu stranu potvrduje opéi uzlazni trend uo-
¢en na Sl. 2. Toplinska karta ujedno pokazuje
da priobalne zupanije, zajedno s Gradom Zagre-
bom, uglavnom zauzimaju gornji dio poretka,
dok je porast stopa doseljavanja izmedu 2021. i
2024. godine zabiljezen u gotovo svim zupanija-
ma. Istarska Zupanija biljezi najvise vrijednosti u
svakoj promatranoj godini, dok Bjelovarsko-bilo-
gorska Zupanija dosljedno ostvaruje najnize stope.
Takav istodobni porast u gotovo svim Zupanija-
ma upucuje na strukturno ja¢anje medunarodne
imigracije na razini cijele drzave, a ne na njezinu

regionalnu preraspodjelu.

ing to the average immigration rate remains al-
most entirely stable across all four years, indicat-
ing the persistence of the regional hierarchy. The
relative position of individual counties changed
only slightly over the observed period.

The gradual intensification of the red shading
from left to right confirms the general upward
trend observed in Figure 2. The heatmap also
shows that coastal counties, together with the
City of Zagreb, generally occupy the upper part
of the ranking, while an increase in immigra-
tion rates between 2021 and 2024 was record-
ed in almost all counties. Istria County records
the highest values in each year observed, while
Bjelovar-Bilogora County consistently records
the lowest rates. Such a simultaneous increase
across almost all counties indicates a structural
strengthening of international immigration at
the national level rather than its regional redis-
tribution.
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Zagrebacka
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Krapinsko-zagorska
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Sisacko-moslovacka
Brodsko-posavska
Osjecko-baranjska
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Viroviti¢ko-podravska
Vukovarsko-srijemska
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Neto medunarodna migracija (%o) / Net international migration (%o)
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SLIKA 6. Prosjecna godisnja stopa neto medunarodne migracije po Zupanijama u Hrvatskoj, 2021. — 2024. (%o)
F1GURE 6 Average annual net international migration rate by county in Croatia, 2021-2024 (%o)
Izvor: izracun autora prema DZS-u (20252, 2025b) / Source: authors’ calculations based on CBS (20252, 2025b)
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Ukupno doseljavanje prema podrijetlu ras¢la-
njeno na selidbe unutar Zupanija, meduzupanij-
ske selidbe te inozemno doseljavanje, koriste¢i
prosjek za razdoblje 2021. — 2024. dano je na SL
5. Dok su unutarnji migracijski tijekovi relativno
stabilni u svim regijama, upravo je doseljavanje iz
inozemstva glavni ¢imbenik varijacije intenziteta
ukupnog doseljavanja medu Zupanijama.

Povi$ene stope ukupnog doseljavanja u obalnim
zupanijama gotovo su iskljudivo rezultat inozemne
komponente. Nasuprot tome, u kontinentalnim
zupanijama tri navedena migracijska tijeka ujed-
nacenije pridonose ukupnom broju doseljenih.
Takav nalaz naglasava prostorno selektivnu narav
inozemnog doseljavanja u Hrvatskoj. Ono se po-
najprije koncentrira u Zupanijama s razvijenim tu-
ristickim gospodarstvom, obalnim pogodnostima
i popratnom potraznjom na trziStu rada.

Na Sl. 6 prikazana je prosje¢na godisnja stopa
neto medunarodne migracije, izracunana kao ra-
zlika izmedu stope doseljavanja iz inozemstva i
stope iseljavanja u inozemstvo, za razdoblje 2021.
—2024. Rezultati otkrivaju heterogenu sliku. Dok
vedina hrvatskih Zupanija biljeZi pozitivan saldo, u
sedam je Zupanija vidljiv deficit inozemne migra-
cije. To zna¢i da je u tim podrudjima iseljavanje
u inozemstvo u prosjeku premasilo doseljavanje.

Rijec¢ je pretezito o kontinentalnim i slavonskim
zupanijama koje su i u prethodnim grafikonima
biljezile najnize intenzitete doseljavanja. S druge
strane, obalne Zupanije — predvodene Istarskom,
Zadarskom i Li¢ko-senjskom — ostvaruju najvece
pozitivne viskove. To je u skladu s obrascima utvr-
denima na slikama od 1. do 5.

Takav nalaz unosi vaznu nijansu u op¢u sliku:
iako se inozemno doseljavanje intenzivira na ra-
zini cijele Hrvatske, znatan dio zemlje istodobno
gubi stanovni$tvo putem inozemnih migracijskih
kanala. Podjela na obalni i kontinentalni dio stoga
ne odrazava samo razlike u privla¢nosti za doselje-
nike, ve¢ i dublju strukturnu asimetriju u nac¢inu
na koji inozemne migracije utjetu na regionalne
demografske putanje.

Tab. 1. prikazuje doseljavanje iz inozemstva po
hrvatskim Zupanijama u razdoblju od 2021. do
2024., i to apsolutni godisnji broj doseljenika, ce-
tverogodi$nji ukupni broj te prosje¢nu godisnju
stopu na 1.000 stanovnika, pri ¢emu su Zupani-
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Figure 5 disaggregates total migration by or-
igin — migration within-county, inter-county
migration, and immigration - averaged across
2021-2024. While internal migration flows are
relatively stable across regions, immigration is
the primary driver of variation in total migra-
tion intensity between counties. Coastal coun-
ties owe their elevated total migration rates al-
most entirely to the international component,
whereas in continental counties the three origin
streams contribute more evenly to the total.
This finding underscores the spatially selective
nature of immigration in Croatia, which con-
centrates in counties with strong tourism econ-
omies, coastal amenities, and associated labour
market demand.

Figure 6 presents the average annual net inter-
national migration rate, calculated as the differ-
ence between the immigration rate from abroad
and the emigration rate abroad, for the period
2021-2024. The results reveal a mixed picture:
while most Croatian counties record a positive
net balance, seven counties show a net interna-
tional migration deficit, meaning emigration
exceeded immigration on average over the pe-
riod. These are predominantly continental and
Slavonian counties, which already recorded the
lowest immigration intensities in the preceding
figures. Coastal counties—led by Istria, Zadar,
and Lika-Senj—record the highest net interna-
tional migration rates, consistent with the pat-
terns identified in Figures 1-5. This finding
adds an important nuance to the overall picture:
while immigration is intensifying across Croatia
as a whole, a substantial portion of the country
is simultaneously experiencing a net population
loss through international migration channels.
The coastal-inland divide therefore reflects not
merely differences in immigration attractive-
ness, but also a deeper structural asymmetry in
how international migration affects regional de-
mographic trajectories.

Table 1 shows immigration from abroad by
Croatian counties from 2021 to 2024, including
the absolute annual number of immigrants, the
four-year total number, and the average annual
rate per 1,000 inhabitants, with counties ranked
by the total absolute number of immigrants. De-
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je rangirane prema ukupnom apsolutnom broju
doseljenih. ITako Istarska Zupanija zauzima prvo
mjesto prema intenzitetu doseljavanja po glavi
stanovnika, prema apsolutnom broju doseljenih
nalazi se tek na treem mjestu, iza Grada Zagreba
i Splitsko-dalmatinske Zupanije. Na Grad Zagreb
otpada 22,05 % ukupnog broja doseljenih iz ino-
zemstva zabiljezenih u Hrvatskoj tijekom proma-
tranog razdoblja. Takav odnos upucuje na jasnu
razliku izmedu relativnog intenziteta doseljavanja,
prema kojemu prednjace manje obalne zupanije, i
njegova apsolutnog obujma, koji je najvedi u glav-
nim urbanim sredi$tima.

Prikazani nalazi podlozni su nekoliko metodo-
loskih ogranicenja koja je vazno istaknuti. Prvo,
koriSteni podaci DZS-a temelje se na administra-
tivnim prijavama prebivali§ta i boravista, $to ne
mora sasvim odrazavati stvarnu prostornu prisut-
nost migrantskih populacija. Odredeni dio inoze-
mnih doseljenika, posebice sezonskih i ugovornih
radnika, evidentira se u zupaniji formalne prijave,
a ne nuzno u onoj u kojoj svakodnevno Zive i rade.
Drugo, u priobalnim zupanijama dio prijava moze
odrazavati i specificne oblike statistickog naselja-
vanja, primjerice u kontekstu sekundarnog stano-
vanja i prijava povezanih s nekretninama, §to moze
djelomi¢no povisiti zabiljezene stope iznad razine
stvarnog rezidencijalnog doseljavanja. Treée, anali-
za se provodi na zupanijskoj razini (NUTS-3), $to
je posljedica visoke volatilnosti podataka na razini
op¢ina i gradova zbog malog broja stanovnika u
znatnom dijelu prostornih jedinica. Takva razina
agregacije omogucuje stabilnu usporednu anali-
zu, ali zamagljuje unutarregionalnu heterogenost,
posebice razlike izmedu veéih urbanih sredista i
njihova ruralnog zaleda unutar iste Zupanije. Ko-
nacno, analiticki pristup u radu je deskriptivan i
eksplorativan. Determinante prostornog rasporeda
koje se u tekstu spominju (gospodarska dinamika,
stanje na trziStu rada, turizam i kvaliteta Zivota)
interpretiraju se na temelju postojece literature i
deskriptivnog uvida u prostorne obrasce, a ne for-
malnim statistickim modeliranjem. Formalno te-
stiranje veza izmedu intenziteta doseljavanja i po-
jedinih ekonomskih i dru$tvenih ¢imbenika, kao i
analiza na niZim prostornim razinama u Zupanija-
ma s najvi§im intenzitetom doseljavanja, predstav-

ljaju logi¢ne smjerove daljnjih istrazivanja.
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spite ranking first by per capita intensity, Istria
places third in absolute volume, surpassed by the
City of Zagreb and Split-Dalmatia. The City of
Zagreb accounts for 22.05% of the total number
of immigrants from abroad recorded in Croatia
during the observed period. This relationship
points to a clear distinction between the relative
intensity of immigration, in which smaller coastal
counties rank highest, and its absolute volume,
which is greatest in the major urban centres.

The presented findings are subject to several
methodological limitations that are important to
highlight. First, the CBS data used are based on
administrative registrations of residence and tem-
porary residence, which may not fully reflect the
actual spatial presence of migrant populations. A
certain proportion of migrants from abroad, espe-
cially seasonal and contract workers, are recorded
in the county of formal registration, and not nec-
essarily in the one in which they live and work
daily. Second, in coastal counties, a proportion
of registrations may also reflect specific forms of
statistical settlement, for example in the context
of secondary housing and registrations related to
real estate, which may partially increase the re-
corded rates above the level of actual residential
immigration. Third, the analysis is conducted at
the county level (NUTS-3), which is a conse-
quence of the high volatility of data at the level of
municipalities and cities due to the small number
of inhabitants in a significant part of the spatial
units. Such a level of aggregation allows for stable
comparative analysis, but obscures intra-regional
heterogeneity, especially the differences between
larger urban centres and their rural hinterlands
within the same county. Finally, the analytical ap-
proach in the paper is descriptive and explorato-
ry. The determinants of spatial distribution men-
tioned in the text (economic dynamics, labour
market conditions, tourism, and quality of life)
are interpreted based on existing literature and
descriptive insights into spatial patterns, rather
than formal statistical modelling. Formal testing
of the links between immigration intensity and
individual economic and social factors, as well as
analysis at lower spatial levels in counties with the
highest immigration intensity, represent logical
directions for further research.
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ZAKIJUCAK

U ovom radu analizirana je prostorna raspodjela
recentnog doseljavanja u Hrvatsku u razdoblju od
2021. do 2024. godine. Istrazivanje se temelji na
sluzbenim podacima DZS-a te na skupu od Sest
komplementarnih vizualizacija i jednoj zbirnoj
tablici na razini zupanija. Nalazi potvrduju da je
aktualna tranzicija Hrvatske iz iseljenicke u dose-
ljenicku zemlju prostorno izrazito neravnomjerna.
Inozemno doseljavanje snazno je koncentrirano u
obalnim i priobalnim Zupanijama. Istarska, Zadar-
ska i Licko-senjska Zupanija biljeze najvise stope u
odnosu na broj stanovnika, dok slavonske i ostale
kontinentalne Zupanije dosljedno zaostaju. Medu-
tim, analiza apsolutnog broja doseljenih pokazuje
drukdiji poredak Zupanija. Grad Zagreb sudjeluje
22,05 % u ukupnom broju doseljenih iz inozem-
stva tijekom promatranog razdoblja, nakon dega
slijede Splitsko-dalmatinska i Istarska Zupanija.

Razlikovanje intenziteta i obujma doseljavanja
analiticki je presudno. Manje obalne Zupanije
privlace nerazmjerno velike migracijske tokove u
odnosu na vlastito stanovni$tvo, no najveée ur-
bane aglomeracije ostaju dominantna odredista
u apsolutnim iznosima. Nadalje, saldo inozemne
migracije i dalje je negativan u sedam pretezito
kontinentalnih Zupanija. To upucuje na zaklju-
¢ak da iseljavanje jo$ uvijek nadmasuje doselja-
vanje u znatnom dijelu drzavnog podru¢ja. Ti su
obrasci u skladu sa $irim europskim spoznajama
koje povezuju koncentraciju doseljavanja s potra-
znjom na trzi$tu rada, turistickim gospodarstvom
i urbanom centralno$¢u. Rjesavanje nastalih regi-
onalnih nejednakosti zahtijevat ¢e osmisljavanje
ciljanih demografskih i razvojnih politika. Takve
politike morale bi omoguditi pravedniju raspo-
djelu koristi od doseljavanja na cijelom hrvat-

skom teritoriju.
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CONCLUSION

This paper has examined the spatial distribu-
tion of recent immigration in Croatia during
the period 2021-2024, drawing on official CBS
data and a set of six complementary visualis-
ations and one summary table at the county lev-
el. The findings confirm that Croatia’s ongoing
transition from an emigration to an immigra-
tion country is spatially uneven. Immigration
is strongly concentrated in coastal and Adri-
atic-adjacent counties, with Istria, Zadar, and
Lika-Senj recording the highest rates relative
to population size, while Slavonian and other
continental counties consistently lag. However,
analysis of the absolute number of immigrants
reveals a different ranking among the counties.
The City of Zagreb accounts for 22.05% of the
total number of immigrants from abroad during
the observed period, followed by Split-Dalmatia
County and Istria County.

This distinction between immigration intensity
and immigration volume is analytically important
- smaller coastal counties attract disproportionate-
ly large flows relative to their population, but the
largest urban agglomerations remain the dominant
destinations in absolute terms. Net international
migration furthermore remains negative in seven
predominantly continental counties, revealing that
emigration still outpaces immigration in a sub-
stantial part of the national territory. These pat-
terns align with broader European evidence link-
ing immigration concentration to labour market
demand, tourism economies, and urban centrality.
Addressing the resulting regional disparities will
require targeted demographic and development
policies capable of distributing the benefits of im-
migration more equitably across the Croatian ter-

ritory.
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