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NOVIJA ISTRAZIVANIA
NALAZISTA
SOPOT — CRKVINA

Recent Investigations
of the Sopot - Crkvina site

alazidte Crkvina u selu Sopotu kod Ben-
kovca smjesteno je na juznoj padini Grubi-
¢a glavice nedaleko od istoimenog izvora
vode i Zeljezni¢ke pruge. Na vrhu brijega Grubica
glavice nalaze se ostatci srednjovjekovnog kastela,
a duz cijele juzne padine do pristupne ceste vidljivi
su i ostatci grobova. Prva istrazivanja polozaja Cr-

he Crkvina site in the village of Sopot near
Benkovac is situated on the southern slope
of Grubi¢a glavica, not far from the water
source of the same name and the railway line. The
ruins of a medieval castle can be seen at the top of
Grubica glavica hill, and the remains of graves are
scattered along the entire southern slope up to the

kvina proveo je don Mate Klari¢ 1928. accessroad.Thefirstinvestigationsof
i 1929. pri Cemu je otkrio ostatke cr- I 0 I the location of the Crkvina site were
kve i groblja. U ovim su istrazivanji- Karla GUSAR carried out by Father Mate Klari¢ in
ma otkriveni c¢uveni nalazi oltarne kgusar@unizd.hr 1928 and 1929, when he found the

ograde s imenom kneza Branimira
iz druge polovine 9. stolje¢a na osno-
vi kojih je datirana i crkva (Delonga,
Buri¢ 1986: 165). Potaknut ovim iznimnim nalazima
Muzej hrvatskih arheoloskih spomenika u Splitu
pod vodstvom Toncija Buri¢a i Vedrane Delonge
proveo je revizijska istrazivanja od 1984. do 1986.
godine (Delonga, Buri¢ 1984, Buri¢ 1986, Delonga,
Buri¢ 1987, Buri¢ 2006). Istrazivanja su obuhvatila
prostor crkve koja je u potpunosti otkrivena i kon-
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ravnatelj@muzej-benkovachr  €tery. In these investigations, the

remains of the church and the cem-

famous finds of the chancel screen
with the name of Duke Branimir from the second
half of the 9th century were discovered, which also
served as a basis for dating the church (Delonga,
Buri¢ 1986: 165). Encouraged by these exceptional
findings, the Museum of Croatian Archaeological
Monuments in Split, under the leadership of Tondi
Buri¢ and Vedrana Delonga, conducted revision
excavations from 1984 to 1986 (Delonga, Buri¢ 1984,
Buri¢ 1986, Delonga, Buri¢ 1987, Buri¢ 2006). The re-
search covered the area of the church, which was
unearthed in entirety and preserved, as well as the
graves that spread around it. The church, which, as
we know from historical sources, was dedicated to
St. Jerome, is a longitudinal single-nave building
with a trapezoidal apse on the eastern side and a
narthex on the western side. Its dimensions are 12.5
x 6 m. During the aforementioned research in the
1980s, fragments of pre-Romanesque stone furni-
ture were also found, and the graves around the
church were dated to the 13th and 14th centuries
based on the finds and burial customs.

The continuation of the further systematic archae-
ological research was instigated since the site has
not been fully explored, and because of the proba-
bility that the church, according to its architectural
features, might date to the late Middle Ages, and
not pre-Romanesque period as assumed by older
researchers, and also because of the lack of knowl-
edge about the exact location of the early medie-
val church. In 2016, the most recent investigations
were started by the Regional Museum in Benkovac
in cooperation with the Department of Archaeolo-
gy of the University of Zadar. Three campaigns of

Pogled s juga na Grubiéa glavicu u Sopotu i lokalitet Crkvina
(foto: J. Sucur)

View of Grubiéa glavica in Sopot and the Crkvina site from the
south (photo: J. Suéur)
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Position of the church and the cemetery (photo: J. Sucur)

zervirana te grobove koji su se prostirali uokolo nje.
Crkva, koja je, kako doznajemo iz povijesnih izvora,
bila posvecena sv. Jeri, jest longitudinalna jedno-
brodna gradevina s trapezastom apsidom na isto¢-
Nnoj i narteksom na zapadnoj strani. Dimenzije joj
iznose 12,5 x 6 m. Tijekom spomenutih istrazivanja
80-ih godina pronadeni su i ulomci kamenog pre-
dromanic¢kog namjestaja, a grobovi oko crkve na
osnovi nalaza i pogrebnih obicaja datirani su u raz-
doblje 13. i 14. stoljeca.

S obzirom na to da lokalitet nije u potpunosti
istrazen, kao i vjerojatnost da sama crkva prema
arhitektonskim osobinama ipak upucuje na raz-
doblje kasnog srednjeg vijeka, a ne predromani-
ke kako su to pretpostavili stariji istrazivaci te ne-
poznavanje to¢nog polozaja ranosrednjovjekovne
crkve, iniciran je nastavak daljnjih sustavnih ar-
heoloskih istrazivanja. Godine 2016. zapoceta su
najnovija istrazivanja koja provodi Zavicajni muzej
u Benkovcu u suradnji s Odjelom za arheologiju
Sveucilista u Zadru te su provedene tri kampanje
arheoloskih iskopavanja i jedna kampanja geofizic-
kih istrazivanja. Vec¢ tijekom 2016. ustanovljeno je
da je rije¢ o dvama horizontima grobova od kojih
stariji pripada ranom srednjem vijeku sto je potvr-
deno nalazima jednojagodnih nausnica, a mladi
vjerojatno potjece iz 13.-14. stoljeéa (Curkovi¢ 2017).

Tijekom 2023. nastavljena su istrazivanja zapo-
Ceta tijekom prethodnih kampanja na prostoru
zapadno od crkve.' Kako su iskopavanja direktno
nastavljena na ona koja je provodio MHAS, kori-
Stena je ista kvadratna mreza s kvadratima velici-
ne 4 x 4 m. Prostor istrazivanja obuhvatio je Cetiri
kvadrata, u kojima su dijelom otkriveni i grobovi
koje su prije locirali ili istrazili T. Buri¢ i V. Delon-
ga. Vecina grobova ima kamenu arhitekturu od
lomljenih ploca ili uslojenog neobradenog kame-
nja radenu u tehnici suhozida. Donji sloj, stariji sloj
grobova ukopan je veé¢inom u zdravicu, a arhitek-
tura im se sastoji od poklopnica koje ¢ine lomljene

Voditelj istrazivanja bio je Marin Curkovi¢ iz Zavi€ajnog muzeja
u Benkovcu, zamjenik Karla Gusar s Odjela za arheologiju Sve-
ucilista u Zadru, a ¢lanove struéne ekipe €inili su Jure Suéur,
Marina Simigi¢ i Kristina Horvat s Odjela za arheologiju, Mate
Curkovi¢ iz Zavi¢ajnog muzeja u Benkovcu, arheolozi Ana Ka-
radole i Sime Vrki¢ te studenti arheologije Sveugilista u Zadru:
Noa Franin Pecarica, Duje Gali¢, Ivana Josi¢, Fran Mlinari¢, Mi-
roslav Novak, David Sartori, Eugen Fritz Prgomet i Barbara Vuj-
kovié.
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kamene ploce, obloznice su radene od okomito
postavljenih ploc¢a, a i dno groba im je poplo¢ano,
poput, primjerice, dje¢jeg ukopa u grobu 67. Naj-
vise vremena posvetilo se istrazivanju groba koji
je pronaden u kampanji iz 1986. godine. Rijec je
o velikoj kamenoj konstrukciji koja je bila prekri-
vena velikom koli¢inom amorfnog i priklesanog
kamenja. Nakon skidanja kamenja utvrdila se
veca kamena konstrukcija od priklesanog kame-

Grobi70 (foto: M. Gurkovic)
Grave';70 (rhoto: M. Curkovic)

archaeological excavations and one campaign of
geophysical research were carried out. Already in
2016, it was established that there are two horizons
of graves, the older of which belongs to the early
Middle Ages, which was confirmed by the findings
of single-beaded earrings, and the younger horizon
probably dates to the 13th-14th centuries (Curkovi¢
2017).

In 2023, excavations started during previous cam-

Grob 67 (foto: M. Simici
Grave 67 (photo: M. Simicic)
paigns continued in the area west of the church!
As the excavations continued directly onto those
conducted by MHAS, the same square grid with
squares of 4 x 4 m size was used. The research area
included four squares, in which were some graves
previously located or investigated by T. Buri¢ and V
Delonga. Most of the graves have stone structure of
broken slabs or layered unworked stones made in
the dry stone wall technique. The lower and older
layer of graves is mostly dug in the sterile soil, and
their structure consists of lids made of broken stone
slabs, the lining made of vertically placed slabs, and
the bottom of the grave is also paved, for example,
the child’s burial in grave 67. Most of the time was
devoted to investigating the grave found in the
1986 campaign. It is a large stone structure that was
covered with a large quantity of amorphous and
roughly dressed stones. After removing the stones,
a larger stone structure was uncovered, made of

The leader of the research was Marin Curkovi¢ from the Regional
Museum in Benkovac, Karla Gusar from the Department of Archa-
eology of the University of Zadar was the deputy, and the members
of the research team were: Jure Suéur, Marina Simi&i¢ and Kristina
Horvat from the Department of Archaeology, Mate Curkovié from
the Regional Museum in Benkovac, archaeologists Ana Karadole
and Sime Vrki¢ and archaeology students of the University of Zadar
Noa Franin Pecarica, Duje Gali¢, lvana Josi¢, Fran Mlinari¢, Miroslav
Novak, David Sartori, Eugen Fritz Prgomet and Barbara Vujkovic.
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nja posloZzenog ,na noz“. Unutar nje je pronaden
grob 70, prekriven ve¢im kamenim plo¢ama, a
obloZnice su takoder nacinjene od amorfnog ka-
menja polozenog ,na noz", unutar kojeg je naden
kostur odrasle osobe orijentacije zapad-istok. Kao
i u ostalim otkrivenim grobovima, u ovoj kampanji
nisu zabiljezeni nalazi, no uoceno je da se ispod
njega nalazi stariji grob koji tek treba istraziti te
da grob 70 pripada mladoj fazi groblja. Nalazi u
ovogodisnjoj kampanji su malobrojni, a odnose se
na manji ulomak predromanicke plastike ukrasen
motivom kuke ili pasjeg skoka koji je identic¢an
ukrasu koji se nalazi na oltarnoj gredi s imenom
kneza Branimira koja je pronadena u prvim istra-
Zivanjima 1928. godine. Takoder je otkriven rano-
srednjovjekovni pojasni jezi¢ac/okov, kao i ulomci
tegula te manja koli¢ina srednjovjekovne grube
keramike, staklenih i metalnih predmeta.

roughly dressed stones arranged vertically. Grave 70
was found inside the structure, covered with larg-
er stone slabs, and the coverings were also made of
amorphous stones placed vertically, inside which
was a skeleton of an adult, oriented west-east. As in
the other discovered graves, no finds were recorded
in this campaign, but it was noticed that there is an
older grave under it that has yet to be explored, and
that grave 70 belongs to the younger phase of the
cemetery. The finds in this year’'s campaign are few,
and refer to a small fragment of pre-Romanesque
sculpture decorated with a hook or running-dog
pattern, which is identical to the decoration on the
altar beam with the name of Duke Branimir, found
in the first excavation in 1928. An early medieval belt
strap end/fitting was also recovered, as well as frag-
ments of tegulae and a small quantity of medieval
coarse pottery, glass and metal objects.
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