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ARHEOLOSKA
ISTRAZIVANIA NA
L OKALITETU GRADINA
J TURNJU

Archaeological research at
the site of Gradina in Turan|

radina u Turnju nalazi se na prvoj vapnenac-

koj uzvisini uz obalu, na nadmorskoj visini

od 153,8 metara, a u neposrednom zaledu
izmnedu danasnjih naselja Sv. Petra na Moru i Turnja
u Opcini Sv. Filip i Jakov. IstraZzivanja na Gradini za-
pocela su 2016. godine i kontinuirano su provodena
zaklju¢no s 2019. godinom nakon ¢ega je uspostav-
liena dinamika aktivnosti prekinuta izbijanjem CO-
VID-19 pandemije. Tijekom listopada 2024. godine
Odjel za arheologiju Sveucilista u Zadru nastavio je
istraZivanja na istoj poziciji zahvalju-

radina in Turanj is located on the first lime-

stone elevation along the coast, at an alti-

tude of 153.8 meters, and in the immediate
hinterland between the present-day settlements of
Sv. Petar na Moru and Turanj in the Municipality of
Sv. Filip i Jakov. Research at Gradina began in 2016
and was continuously conducted until 2019, after
which the established dynamics of activities was
interrupted by the outbreak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. During October 2024, the Department of Ar-
chaeology of the University of Zadar

judi financijskoj potpori Ministarstva — @ — continued research at the same loca-

kulture Republike Hrvatske. U istrazi-
vanjima su sudjelovali doc. dr. sc. Mar-

Martina CELHAR

tion thanks to the financial support of
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic

tina Celhar (voditeljica istrazivanja), celhar.martina@gmail.com of Croatia. The research was partici-

izv. prof. dr. sc. Mate Parica (zamjenik
voditeljice istrazivanja), izv. prof. dr. sc. Dario Vujevic,
Maja Grguri¢, dipl. arh., dokumentaristica odjela za
arheologiju Nikolina Cuk, mag. art. te studenti arhe-
ologije Anamarija Petric, Leo Arbutina, Enzo Gabri-
jeli¢, Duje Gali¢ i Martin Kuzman.

Nakon sto je istrazivanjima manjeg opsega od
2016. do 2018. godine obuhvaéen dio bedema uz

pated by Martina Celhar, PhD, assis-
tant professor (head of research), Mate Parica, PhD,
associate professor (deputy head of research), Dario
Vujevi¢, PhD, associate professor, Maja Grguri¢, ar-
chaeologist, documentalist of the Department of
Archaeology Nikolina Cuk, mag. art., and archaeol-
ogy students Anamarija Petric, Leo Arbutina, Enzo
Gabirijeli¢, Duje Gali¢ and Martin Kuzman.

After small-scale research from 2016 to 2018 includ-
ed a section of the ramparts along the eastern side
of the entrance to Gradina (Celhar 2017; 2018; 2019),
and in 2019 the entrance corridor was explored (Cel-
har 2020), this year's research campaign began with
the exploration of a section of the ramparts west of
the entrance in an area of 4.8 x 5 meters. Unlike pre-
vious years, when the filling of the ramparts without
exception showed a uniform picture of filling made
of large and smaller stones with noticeable gaps,
or air pockets, a somewhat different situation was
observed in this section. In the trial trench section,
an identical situation was found, as expected, how-
ever, in an area of about 2 x 2 meters, there was a
greater concentration of dark brown soil with a lot
of small stones and a larger quantity of pottery. A
smaller bushy tree was previously removed from
the mentioned place, which obviously grew on this
part precisely because of the larger amount of soil.
An identical layer has not been recorded on any
part of the ramparts explored so far. Also, in previ-
ous campaigns, there were no finds of pottery from
the inner part of the rampart, except for individu-
al fragments from the surface. In the extension of
the aforementioned area, towards the edge of this

Gradina u Turnju (foto: M. Grguric)
Gradina in Turanj (photo: M. Grguric)

IN SITU - 3/1 (2024)



mailto:celhar.martina@gmail.com

IN SITU - 3/1 (2024)

Bedem s ozna&enim prostorom veée koncentracije zemlje (A) i suhozidne arhitekture groba 1 (B) (foto: N. Cuk)
Rampart with marked area of greater concentration of earth (A) and dry-stone wall architecture of grave 1 (B) (photo: N. Cuk)

istonu stranu ulaza u Gradinu (Celhar 2017; 2018;
2019), a tijekom 2019. godine istrazen sam ulazni
koridor (Celhar 2020), ovogodignjom istrazivag-
kom kampanjom zapocela su istrazivanja dijela
bedema zapadno od ulaza na povrsini od 4,8 x 5
metara. Za razliku od prethodnih godina kad je is-
puna bedema bez iznimke pokazivala ujednace-
nu sliku ispune od krupnog i sitnijeg kamenja s
uocljivim prazninama, odnosno dzepovima zraka,
na ovom je dijelu uo¢ena nesto drukcija situacija.
U dijelu sonde zateCena je identi¢na situacija ka-
kva je bila i o¢ekivana, medutim, na prostoru po-
vrsine od oko 2 x 2 metra pojavila se ve¢a koncen-
tracija tamnosmede zemlje s velikom koli¢inom
sitnog kamenja i ve¢om kolic¢inom keramike. Na
navedenom je mjestu prethodno uklonjeno ma-
nje grmoliko stablo, koje je o&ito i naraslo na ovom
dijelu upravo zbog vece koli¢ine zemlje. Identi¢an
sloj nije zabiljezen ni na jednom dosad istrazenom
dijelu bedema. Takoder, u prijasnjim kampanja-
ma izostali su i nalazi keramike iz korpusa bede-
ma, osim pojedinaénih fragmenata s povrsine.
U produzetku navedenog prostora, prema rubu
ovogodisnje sonde, uocena je veca koncentracija
sitnog kamenja, prostorno ograni¢ena unutar ne-
pravilne Cetvrtaste suhozidne konstrukcije.

year's trial trench, a larger concentration of small
stones was observed, spatially limited within an ir-
regular square dry-stone wall construction.

After a layer of gravel and small stones reaching a
thickness of about 35 cm was removed from with-
in the dry-stone wall structure, a layer of dark brown
soil with a smaller amount of pottery and bones
appeared, and human teeth were also identified.
Therefore, the area was designated as “grave 1". Fur-
ther cleaning yielded a larger quantity of teeth, few
fragments of other bones, and metal objects were
also documented: bronze saltaleones and artifacts
that are mainly interpreted as hair ornaments, con-
sisting of a central thread of bronze wire ending on
both sides in hoops. Although saltaleones are a find
that is not strictly chronologically sensitive and are
found in both Bronze Age and Iron Age contexts,
hair ornaments are more precisley chronologically
determined. Completely identical specimens have
been recorded at only two sites in southern lItaly in
the contexts of the final Middle, or Middle and early
Late Bronze Age (Baumgartel 1953: 21, Plate X, 1; Tunzi
Sisto 1999: 260, Tav. VIII). Several crushed and small
pieces were also isolated in the grave, which could
possibly represent remains of amber, but this will
only be known for sure after the analyses have been

Nakon sto je unutar suhozidne konstrukcije
uklonjen sloj Sljunka i sitnog kamenja koji je do-
sezao debljinu od oko 35 cm, pojavio se sloj ta-
mnosmede zemlje s manjom koli¢inom kerami-
ke i kostiju, a prepoznati su i ljudski zubi. Stoga je
prostor oznacen kao ,grob 1% Daljnjim Cis¢enjem
skupljena je veca koli¢ina zubi, manja koli¢ina fra-
gmenata drugih kostiju te su dokumentiranii me-
talni predmeti: bronc¢ani saltaleoni te predmeti
koji se uglavnom interpretiraju kao ukrasi za kosu,
a sastoje se od sredisnjeg navoja broncane zice
koja zavrSava na objema stranama obruc¢ima. lako
su salteleoni nalaz koji nije uze kronoloski osjetljiv
te se nalaze i u bronanodobnim, ali i zeljezno-
dobnim kontekstima, ukrasi za kosu su uze krono-
loSki determinirani. Potpuno identi¢ni primjerci
zabiljezeni su na tek dvama lokalitetima u juznoj
Italiji u kontekstima zavrsnoga srednjeg, odnosno
srednjeg i pocCetka kasnoga broncanog doba (Ba-
umgartel 1953: 21, Plate X, 1; Tunzi Sisto 1999: 260,
Tav. VIII). U grobu je izdvojeno i nekoliko iznimno
razmrvljenih i sitnih komadic¢a koji bi mozda mo-
gli predstavljati ostatke jantara, no to ¢e se pouz-
dano znati tek nakon provedenih analiza. Nakon
uklanjanja zemljanog sloja pocelo se pojavljivati

vece kamenje s dzepovima zraka, dakle situacija
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Broné&ani ukras (,ukras za kosu") iz groba 1 (foto: N. Cuk)

carried out. After the removal of the soil layer, larger
stones with air pockets began to appear, as expect-
ed for the filling of the ramparts, and some of the
material, especially human teeth, was also found at
this lower level, because it had obviously reached the
lower layer through various depositional processes.

By clearing the stonework under and around the
dry-stone wall structure, a second grave (grave 2)
was soon discovered, which according to its strati-
graphic position was certainly older than the first. It
was built on the bedrock in the form of a stone cist
with a massive lid. Unfortunately, the small cavity
between the two vertical slabs of the cist allowed
mice to build a nest inside it and disturb the oste-
ological remains that were found in no meaningful
order. Judging by the dimensions of the cist and
the bones, it was immediately clear that this was a
child’s burial. Only a few small fragments of pottery
were found in grave 2, which cannot be attributed
to grave goods with certainty.

The connection between burials and fortification
structures in the context of Bronze Age settlements
is a rare, but nevertheless documented phenome-
non in the western, but also eastern Adriatic, specifi-
cally inIstria, and, by all accounts, reflects a collective
symbolic component in funerary customs (Recchia,

Bronze ornament (“hair ornament”) from grave 1 (photo: N. Cuk)
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Grob 2 (foto: M. Grguric)
Grave 2 (photo: M. Grguric)

oCekivana za ispunu bedema, a dio materijala, na-
pose ljudskih zubi, naden je i na toj nizoj razini, jer
je ocito raznim depozicijskim procesima dospio u
nizi sloj.

Rascis¢avanjem kamene grade ispod suhozid-
ne konstrukcije i uokolo nje uskoro je uocen drugi
grob (grob 2), prema stratigrafskoj poziciji svakako
stariji od prvog. Izgraden je na mati¢noj stijeni u
obliku kamene Skrinje s masivnhom poklopnicom.
NaZzalost, manja Supljina izmedu dviju okomitih
plo¢a skrinje omogucila je miSevima da unutar nje
sagrade gnijezdo i svojim aktivnostima poremete
osteoloske ostatke koji su pronadeni bez smisle-
nog reda. Prema dimenzijama Skrinje te kostiju,
odmah je bilo jasno da je rije¢ o dje¢jem ukopu. U
grobu 2 pronadeno je tek nekoliko sitnih fragme-
nata keramike koji se ne mogu sa sigurnoscéu pripi-
sati grobnim prilozima.

Veza ukopa i fortifikacijskih struktura u kon-
tekstu bronCanodobnih naselja rijetka je, ali ipak
dokumentirana pojava na zapadnom, ali i isto¢-
nom Jadranu, konkretno u Istri, i, po svemu sude-

Bedem gradine u Turnju s vidljivom arhitekturom
groba 2 (foto: M. Grguric)

The rampart of the hillfort in Turanj with visible
architecture of grave 2 (photo: M. Grguric)

¢i, odrazava kolektivnu simbolic¢nu komponentu
u pogrebnim obicajima (Recchia, Cazzella 2021).
Jos uvijek nije potpuno jasan kronoloski odnos
grobova prema bedemu, odnosno je li bedem in-
korporirao starije grobove u svoj plast sto je mo-
gucénost ponajprije za stariji grob 2, je li i koji je
grob istovremen vremenu izgradnje bedema ili
su oni U nekome skorijem vremenu nakon grad-
nje bedema ukopani u plast bedema, sto je pak
eventualno izglednije tek za grob 1. Sudedéi po
dosadasnjim nalazima dokumentiranim u okvi-
ru sondi istrazenih unutar areala gradine tijekom
prethodnih istrazivackih kampanja i nalaza unu-
tar grobova istrazenih ove godine i uokolo njih,
jasno je da je rije€ o izrazito homogenoj gradi te
da su sve navedene aktivnosti povezane s jednim

Cazzella 2021). The chronological relationship of the
graves to the rampart is still not completely clear, i.e.
whether the rampart incorporated older graves into
its outer part, which is a possibility primarily for the
older grave 2, whether and which grave is synchro-
nous with the construction of the rampart, or were
they buried in the outer part of the rampart at some
more recent time after the construction of the ram-
part, which is perhaps more likely only for grave 1.
Judging by the finds documented so far within the
trial trenches explored within the area of the hillfort
during previous research campaigns and the finds
within and around the graves explored this year, it is
clear that thisis an exceptionally homogeneous ma-
terial and that all the aforementioned activities are
connected to a narrower chronological framework.
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ipak uzim kronoloskim okvirom. Tri osteoloska
uzorka poslana su na radiokarbonsko datiranje,
a odabrala ih je antropologinja Zeljka Bedi¢ s In-
stituta za antropologiju u Zagrebu nakon prove-
dene preliminarne analize osteoloskog materijala
kojom je utvrdeno pokapanje Cetiriju osoba (po
dvije u svakom grobu), od kojih su tri djecje dobi,
a Cetvrta je individua starije dijete ili mlada odra-
sla osoba.

Istrazivanje ovog dijela bedema je, kao i u pret-
hodnim kampanjama, iznova uputilo na slozenost
interpretacije suhozidne gradnje s vise konstruk-
tivnih elemenata, posebno u pogledu njihove kro-
noloske korelacije i odredivanja faze gradnje. Na
istrazenom su prostoru definirana tri lica: dva su
pravilnija i vezana uz rubne dijelove bedema. Za-
padno lice uz ulaz je definirano vec tijekom pret-
hodnih istrazivackih kampanja. Krajnje juzno lice
bedema na istrazenom arealu je izvedeno od ve-
¢ega lomljenog kamenja, no sacuvano uglavnom
u jednom redu. Na samom rubnom dijelu sonde,
u produzetku prema istoku, uo¢eno je jedno po-
precno lice slabije kvalitete, prema svemu sude-
¢i konstrukcijske funkcije, paralelno s pruzanjem
zapadnog lica ulaza. Za bolje razumijevanje svih

navedenih konstrukcija, posebno u odnosu na
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Sonda 5 u unutradnjosti Gradine u Turnju (foto: M. Celhar)
Trial trench 5 inside Gradina in Turanj (photo: M. Celhar)

Three osteological samples were sent for radiocar-
bon dating, and they were selected by anthropolo-
gist Zeljka Bedi¢ from the Institute of Anthropology
in Zagreb after a preliminary analysis of the osteo-
logical material was conducted, which determined
the burial of four individuals (two in each grave),
three of whom are children, and the fourth individ-
ual is an older child or young adult.

The investigation of this part of the rampart, as in
previous campaigns, has once again pointed to the
complexity of interpreting dry-stone wall construc-
tion with multiple structural elements, especially in
terms of their chronological correlation and deter-
mining the construction phase. Three faces have
been defined in the investigated area: two are more
regular and connected to the edge parts of the ram-
part. The western face by the entrance has already
been defined during previous research campaigns.
The southernmost face of the rampart in the inves-
tigated area is made of larger broken stones, but
preserved mainly in a single row. At the very edge
of the trial trench, in the extension towards the east,
a transverse face of poorer quality was observed,
apparently of structural function, parallel to the ex-
tension of the western face of the entrance. A bet-
ter understanding of all the aforementioned struc-

grobne konstrukcije, trebat ¢e pricekati daljnje
istrazivanje ovog dijela bedema i otvaranje Sire
povrsine.

U konacnici, i ove je godine istrazena sonda
unutar gradine (sonda 5). SmjeStena je unutar su-
hozidne konstrukcije o¢uvane u temeljnom volu-
menu, dakle slicno situaciji sa sondom 1 iz 2017.
godine (Celhar 2018). Sloj je poprili€no tanak, osim
u procijepima zivca gdje se natalozila veca kolici-
na depozita i materijalne grade. RijeC je o znatno
fragmentiranoj keramickoj gradi identi¢nih ka-
rakteristika s lonc¢arijom pronadenom u ostalim
istrazenim sondama. | dalje je evidentan izosta-
nak bioarheoloskog materijala, odnosno Zivotinj-
skih kostiju. Suhozidna konstrukcija unutar koje
je postavljena sonda 5, kao i druge sli¢ne vidljive
na jos nekoliko pozicija, i to uglavnom u blizini be-
dema na sjevernom dijelu gradine, vjerojatno je
mladeg datuma nastanka i ne moZe se povezati
s broncanodobnim aktivnostima. Dosad su istra-
zene sonde unutar dviju takvih konstrukcija, kao
i tri sonde izvan njih i sve pokazuju ujednacenu
sliku bez ikakvih kvantitativnih ili kvalitativnih ra-
zlika u pogledu prikupljene pokretne grade koja
bi sugerirala razli¢ite o¢ekivane aktivnosti unutar
objekata iizvan njega.

tures, especially in relation to the burial structures,
will have to wait for further investigation of this part
of the rampart and the opening of a wider area.
Finally, this year, a trial trench inside the hillfort
(trial trench 5) was also investigated. It is locat-
ed within a dry-stone wall structure preserved in
its basic volume, similar to the situation with trial
trench 1 from 2017 (Celhar 2018). The layer is quite
thin, except in the crevices of the bedrock where a
larger amount of deposit and material was found.
It is a significantly fragmented ceramic material
with identical characteristics to the pottery found
in other investigated trial trenches. The absence of
bioarchaeological material, i.e. animal bones, is still
evident. The dry-stone wall structure inside which
trial trench 5 was placed, as well as other similar
ones visible at several other positions, mainly near
the ramparts in the northern part of the hillfort,
is probably of a more recent date and cannot be
associated with Bronze Age activities. So far, trial
trenches inside two such structures have been in-
vestigated, as well as three trial trenches outside
them, and all show a uniform picture without any
guantitative or qualitative differences in terms of
collected finds that would suggest different ex-
pected activities inside and outside the structures.
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