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DVOJINA GROBNICA
NA SVOD U UVAL
SV. LUKE KOD JELSE

Double vaulted tomb in
St. Luke's Bay near Jelsa

studenome 2023. godine u suradnji Odjela

za arheologiju Sveucilista u Zadru i arheo-

loske tvrtke Kantharos d. o. o. provedena su
rekognosciranja i probna arheoloska istrazivanja
na podrucju uvale Sv. Luke koja je jos poznata pod
imenom ,Carkvica“ ili ,Crikvica®. Probnim arheo-
loskim istrazivanjima uklju¢eno je Cis¢enje i doku-
mentiranje dvojne grobnice na svod koja se nalazi
na zapadnom dijelu obale.

Uvala Sv. Luke nalazi se 4 km istoc¢-
no od Jelse na otoku Hvaru. Rijec je
0 manjoj uvali okruzenom borovom
Sumom i maslinicima na cijem se
istocnom rtu nalazi srednjovjekov-
na crkva iz 14. stolje¢a posvecena
sv. Luki koja je i najreprezentativnija
gradevina unutar njezina krajolika. Uz uvalu se pru-
Za plodni dolac, tipi¢no dugo i usko krasko polje,
kakva karakteriziraju oto¢ni i obalni dio Hrvatske.

Osim crkve sv. Luke, na istocnom dijelu uvale, ne-
daleko od crkve, nalaze se ostatci anticke arhitek-
ture, vjerojatno vile rustike (Gamulin 1907: 145-147;
Nikolanci 1958: 58; Nikolanci 1973: 95; Petri¢ 1978:
22-23; Zaninovi¢ 1967: 363; Zaninovi¢ 1973: 209-210;
Zaninovi¢ 1980: 36-37; Gaffney et al. 1997: 146). Pod
morem u uvali nalaze se strukture anti¢kog prista-
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ield survey and archaeological trial excavati-

ons were carried out in the area of St. Luke’s

Bay which is also known under the name
“Carkvica" or “Crikvica” (little church) in November
2023, in collaboration between the Department
of Archaeology of the University of Zadar and the
archaeological company Kantharos. Preliminary
archaeological investigations included the cle-
aning and documentation of a double vaulted
tomb located in the western part of
the coast.

St. Luke's Bay is located 4 km
east of Jelsa on the island of Hvar.
It is a small bay surrounded by pine
forests and olive groves. On its ea-
stern cape is a medieval church
dating to the 14th century dedicated to St. Luke,
which is also the most representative building
in the landscape. A typical long and narrow, fer-
tile karst field (“dolac") which characterizes the
islands and coastal part of Croatia, extends along
the bay.

Apart from the church of St. Luke, on the eastern
part of the bay, not far from the church, there are
ancient ruins, probably of a countryside villa (villa
rustica) (Gamulin 1907: 145-147; Nikolanci 1958: 58;

nista (Zaninovic¢ 1980: sl. 9; Gaffney et al. 1997: 146)
koje je potvrdeno podvodnim rekognosciranjima
Tee Katunari¢ (Crncevic¢ 2022).

Dvojna grobnica na svod, koja je dosad vrlo krat-
ko spomenuta u literaturi (Gamulin 1907: 146; Gaf-
fney et al. 1997: 146), te nije registrirana kao kultur-
no dobro, nalazi se na suprotnoj, zapadnoj obali
uvale. U literaturi se spominju dvije grobnice nepo-
znatog podrijetla i nepoznatog polozaja (Gaffney et
al. 1997: 146), dok kod opisa don Vice Gamulina iz

staci pristan A T
Arheoloska topografija uvale Sv. Luke (foto i izrada karte: E. Viskovic)
. Archaeological topography of St. Luke’s Bay (photo and map: E. Viskovic)

Nikolanci1973: 95; Petri¢ 1978: 22-23; Zaninovi¢ 1967:
363; Zaninovi¢ 1973: 209-210; Zaninovi¢ 1980: 36-37;
Gaffney et al. 1997:146). The structures of an ancient
pier (Zaninovi¢ 1980: fig. 9; Gaffney et al. 1997: 146)
were confirmed by the underwater survey condu-
cted by Tea Katunari¢ (Crncevi¢ 2022:).

The double vaulted tomb, which has so far been
only briefly mentioned in the literature (Gamulin
1907: 146; Gaffney et al. 1997: 146), and is not regi-
stered as an example of cultural heritage, is loca-
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1907. godine na prostoru uvale Sv. Luke stoji navod
0 ,3 posvodene sobice” koje puk naziva ,pecnice”
(Gamulin 1907:146). Takav bi opis mogao odgovara-
ti ovoj grobnici na svod s tom razlikom da zateceno
stanje grobnice potvrduje dvije ,sobice — pecnice”
odnosno komore, a ne tri. Na polozaj su nam skre-
nuli pozornost kolege Niksa Vujnovic¢ i Ivan Volare-
Vi¢ na ¢emu im srda¢no zahvaljujemo.

Dvojna grobnica na svod nalazi se na uzvisenom
poloZaju u odnosu na uvalu, na blago terasastom
terenu, uz rubni dio plodne povrSine, unutar posu-
mljenog dijela. Stanje grobnice upucuje na to da
je bila sekundarno upotrijebljena kao nekakav tip

ted on the opposite, western coast of the bay. Two
tombs of unknown origin and unknown location
are mentioned in the literature (Gaffney et al. 1997:
146), while in the description by Father Vice Gamu-
lin from 1907 there is a mention of “3 vaulted ro-
oms” that the locals call “ovens” in the area of St.
Luke's Bay (Gamulin 1907: 146). Such a description
could correspond to this vaulted tomb with the
difference that the found state of the tomb con-
firms two “rooms - ovens” or chambers, rather than
three. Our colleagues NikSa Vujnovi¢ and lvan Vo-
larevi¢ drew our attention to the position, for which
we sincerely thank them.

privremenog sklonista, a grobne komore koje bi se
trebale nalaziti pod zemljom zateCene su u danas-
njoj ravnini terase i nivou zemlje. Uoceno je da joj
je unutrasnjost u cijelosti oc¢is¢ena, nije bilo trago-
va ljudskih kostiju, a prednji dio, gdje bi se trebao
nalaziti ulaz, u potpunosti je unisten te je na tom
mjestu, uz juznu komoru, izgraden suhozid.
Probna su arheoloska istrazivanja ukljucila ci-
S¢enje humusnog sloja, uklanjanje Sute kamenja
koja je otpala od konstrukcije grobnice, uklanjanje
suhozida i Cis¢enje unutrasnjosti grobnih komora.

Time se dobila maksimalna ocuvanost grobnice.
Nakon cCis¢enja uzete su mjere, postojece je sta-

The double vaulted tomb is located on an ele-
vated position in relation to the bay, on a slightly
terraced ground, along the edge of fertile area, wit-
hin a wooded part. The state of the tomb indicates
that it was used secondarily as some type of tem-
porary shelter, and the burial chambers that sho-
uld be located underground were found in today'’s
terrace plane and ground level. It was noticed that
its interior was completely cleaned, without any
traces of human bones, and the front part, where
the entrance should have been, was completely
destroyed. A dry stone wall was built in that place,
next to the southern chamber.

Preliminary archaeological investigations inc-
luded cleaning the humus layer, removing dry
stone wall and rubble from the tomb constructi-
on and cleaning the interior of the burial cham-
bers. This resulted in maximum preservation of
the tomb.

After cleaning, the measurements were taken,
the existing condition was photographed and a
3D model of the tomb was created. The location
was also photographed from the air with a drone,
which provided an excellent basis for studying the
landscape and archaeological topography of the
entire bay.

It was a tomb with two burial chambers with
a vault, which are typologically characteristic of
Late Antiquity, and they are most common in the
interior of the province of Dalmatia. The cham-
bers were built at the same time and connected
by a wall with a maximum width of 42 cm. The
outer width of the southern chamber is 180 cm,
and of the northern one 190 cm. The length of the
preserved part of the southern chamber is 235
cm. The length of the preserved part of the nort-
hern chamber is 220 cm. The inner height of the
northern one is 110 cm, while the southern one is
132 cm high on the inner side. The outer height
of the northern chamber (without the slab) is 146
cm, and the southern chamber is 167 cm high on
the outer side.

They are oriented east-west, and both cham-
bers on the west side have one niche each (so-
uthern niche: width 40 cm; height 45 cm, depth
30 cm; northern niche: width 50 cm; height 40
cm; depth 50 cm), there are no traces of resting
places nor bones. A crude slab (90 cm x 70 cm),

Zracna fotografija poloZaja grobnice na svod (foto: E. Viskovic)
Aerial photograph of the position of the vaulted tomb
(photo: E. Viskovic)
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nje fotografirano te je izraden 3D model grobnice.
Polozaj je takoder snimljen iz zraka dronom ¢ime
se dobila izvrsna podloga za izucavanje krajolika i
arheoloske topografije cijele uvale.

Pokazalo se da je rije€ o grobnici s dvjema grobnim
komorama na svod koje su tipi¢ne za razdoblje kasne
antike, a najzastupljenije su u unutrasnjosti provinci-
je Dalmacije. Komore su izgradene istovremeno te
su spojene zidom maksimalne Sirine 42 cm. Vanjska
Sirina juzne komore iznosi 180 cm, a vanjska Sirina
sjeverne 190 cm. Duzina sacuvanog dijela juzne ko-
more iznosi 235 cm. DuZina sac¢uvanog dijela sjever-
ne komore je 220 cm. Unutarnja visina sjeverne 110
cm, dok je kod juzne 132 cm. Vanjska visina sjeverne
komore (bez ploce) iznosi 146 cm, a juzne 167 cm.

Orijentirane su istok-zapad, a obje komore na
zapadnoj strani imaju po jednu nisSu (nisa juzne: §.
40; v. 45, dub. 30; nisa sjeverne: . 50 cm; v. 40 cm;
dub. 50 cm), nema tragova lezajeva ni kostiju. Iznad
sjeverne sac¢uvana je nepravilna ploc¢a (90 cm x 70
cm), debljine 13 cm.

Svodovi su izradeni od sedre, a zidovi od nepra-
vilnog kamenja povezanog zbukom. Unutrasnjost
obiju komora grubo je ozbukana.

Ovakav tip grobnica tipi¢an je za kasnoanti¢ko
razdoblje i naj¢esée se nalaze uz starokrs¢anske

13 cm thick, has been preserved above the nort-
hern one.

The vaults are made of travertine, and the walls
are made of undressed stones bound by mortar.
The interior of both chambers is roughly plastered.

This type of tomb is typical of the late antique pe-
riod and is most often found next to or inside ear-
ly Christian churches. It is very indicative that the
tomb is leaning against the dry stone wall on the
western part, exactly where the tomb ends. Na-
mely, in the extension of the same dry stone wall,
at a distance of 3 m, traces of plaster can be seen
within its lower layers. A larger cairn was also for-
med immediately next to the dry stone wall, whi-
ch could possibly indicate the position of an early
Christian church.

Archaeological trial excavations of the double
vaulted tomb were aimed at drawing attention to
the rich archaeological heritage of St. Luke's Bay
and wider area of Jelsa. St. Luke's Bay is a very
important archaeological site to which the pro-
fessional and scientific public has not paid much
attention, even though the archaeological mate-
rial, especially the architectural remains, are well
preserved and visible even without archaeological
investigations. All references in the literature are

Tlocrt grobnice na svod prema 3D modelu (izradio: E. Viskovic)
Ground plan of the vaulted tomb according to a 3D model (made by: E. Viskovic)

Grobnica na svod prije arheoloskih iskopavanja (foto: E. Viskovi€)
Vaulted tomb before archaeological excavations (photo: E. Viskovi€)
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Grobnica na svod nakon arheoloskih iskopavanja (foto: E. Viskovic)
Vaulted tomb after archaeological excavations (photo: E. Viskovic)
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3D model grobnice na svod (izradio: E. Viskovi€)
A 3D model of the vaulted tomb (made by: E. Viskovic)

crkve ili unutar njih. Vrlo je indikativno sto je grob-
nica prislonjena na suhozid na zapadnom dijelu,
to¢no na mjestu gdje grobnica zavrsava. Naime, u
produzetku tog istog suhozida, na udaljenosti od
3 m, unutar njegovih donjih slojeva uocavaju se
tragovi zbuke. Neposredno uz suhozid takoder je
formirana vec¢a kamena gomila koja bi eventualno
mogla upucdivati na polozaj starokrs¢anske crkve.
Probnim arheoloskim istrazivanjima dvojne
grobnice na svod zZeljela se skrenuti pozornost jav-
nosti na bogatu arheolosku bastinu uvale Sv. Luke
i Sireg prostora Jelse. Uvala Sv. Luke vrlo je vazan
arheoloski lokalitet kojem stru¢na i znanstvena jav-
nost nije posvetila veliku pozornost iako je arheo-
loSka grada, osobito arhitektura, dobro oCuvana, te
vidljiva i bez arheoloskih istrazivanja. Svi su navodi
u literaturi kratki i sporadi¢ni. Potencijalna buduca
istrazivanja lokaliteta unutar uvale, te njihovo su-
vremeno dokumentiranje i prezentiranje, bila bi
velik doprinos ne samo spoznajama o arheoloskoj

otoka Hvara i arheologiju hrvatskih otoka opcenito.

short and sporadic. Potential future research of the
sites within the bay, and their contemporary do-
cumentation and presentation, would be a great
contribution not only to the knowledge of the arc-
haeological topography of the wider area of Jelsa,
but also to the archaeology of the island of Hvar
and the archaeology of the Croatian islands in ge-
neral.
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