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rimjetno intenziviranje arheoloskih istraziva-

nja u posljednjih nekoliko desetlje¢a postu-

pno dopunjuje podatke o Zivotu zajednica
otoka Korcule tijekom razli¢itih povijesnih razdoblja,
osobito onim prapovijesnim. S ciljem nadopunjava-
nja tih informacija, u travnju 2024. godine provede-
na su probna arheoloska istrazivanja u Potirni, to¢-
nije na gradini Gradac. Istrazivanja su provodena u
sklopu studentskoga istrazivackog projekta koji je
financirao Odjel za arheologiju Sveucilista u Zadru,
i koji je konacno rezultirao pisanjem diplomskog
rada s temom Potirna u kontekstu kasne prapovije-
sti juznog Jadrana (Maskovi¢ 2025). U projekt su bili
uklju&eni doc. dr. sc. Martina Celhar, izv. prof. dr. sc.
Igor Borzi¢, dr. sc. Dinko Radi¢, Maja

he noticeable intensification of archaeo-
logical research in the last few decades has
gradually enriched the data on the life of

the communities of the island of Korcula in vari-
ous historical periods, especially prehistoric ones.
With the aim of complementing this information,
in April 2024, archaeological trial excavation was
carried out in Potirna, more precisely at Gradac hill-
fort. The research was carried out as part of a stu-
dent research project funded by the Department
of Archaeology of the University of Zadar, which ul-
timately resulted in the writing of a diploma thesis
on the topic of Potirna in the context of late prehis-
tory of the southern Adriatic (Maskovi¢ 2025). The
project involved assistant professor

Grguri¢ Srzenti¢, mag. archeol, te stu- — @ — Martina Celhar, PhD, associate pro-

dent Miroslav Novak i Antonia Bacic.
Naselje Potirna smjesteno je na ju-
gozapadom dijelu otoka Korcule, 8
km od mjesta Blata te 7 km od Vele Luke. Prirodni
resursi ovoga manjeg krskog ambijenta omogudili
su formiranje manje, ali arheoloski iznimno vazne re-
gije s nizom lokaliteta od vremena prapovijesti pa do
recentnog vremena (Radi¢ 2004: 37-39; 2005: 23-30;
2010: 62-63;2018: 94-95). Gradina Gradac smjestila se
na jugoisto¢nom dijelu Potirne, na brdu s najvisim
vrhom visokim 224 m. U pravcu juga omogucen je
pogled na obliznje otoke, Zvirinovik, Veli i Mali Pr-
znjak, Trstenik, Susac, Lastovo i dr. Za vrijeme dobre
vidljivosti pogled seZe sve do talijanske obale i vrho-
va Monte Gargana. Pristup samoj gradini je otezan
zbog Sirenja guste borove Sume, osobito razvijene
na sjevernoj strani brda, te guste makije koja je ta-
koder u potpunosti ovladala nekad obradivim tera-
sama. Zbog navedene situacije pronalazak odgova-
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fessor Igor Borzi¢, PhD, Dinko Radi¢,
Maja Grguri¢ Srzenti¢, archaeologist,
and students Miroslav Novak and An-
tonia Bacic.

The settlement of Potirna is located in the
southwestern part of the island of Korcula, 8 km
from the town of Blato and 7 km from Vela Luka.
The natural resources of this karst environment
have enabled the formation of a smaller, but ar-
chaeologically extremely important region with
a number of sites from prehistoric times to re-
cent times (Radi¢ 2004: 37-39; 2005: 23-30; 2010:
62-63; 2018: 94-95). Gradac hillfort is located in
the southeastern part of Potirna, on a hill with
the highest peak at 224 m. In the south, there is
a view of the nearby islands, Zvirinovik, Veli and
Mali Prznjak, Trstenik, Susac, Lastovo, etc. When
visibility is good, one can see all the way to the
Italian coast and the peaks of Monte Gargano. Ac-
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rajuce pozicije za provedbu arheoloskog istrazivanja
bio je pomalo otezan. Na njezin polozaj utjecali su
ponajprije geoloski elementi. Na vecini potencijalnih
pozicija mati¢na je stijena odmah na povrsini, stoga
je pozicija arheoloSke sonde odabrana na prostoru
terase koja se nalazila neposredno uz osipinu bede-
ma koji je danas ostao sacuvan u duzini od 15 m. Na
samoj povrsini terase su uz ulomke grube prapovije-
sne loncarije bili vidljivi i potencijalni ostatci kamene
arhitekture. Postavljena sonda orijentirana je u smje-
ru sjeveroistok-jugozapad. Istrazivana je povrsina di-
menzija 2,5 x 1,5 m. U jugozapadnom dijelu sonde
potvrdena je prisutnost prapovijesne arhitekture,
dok su se sjeveroistocno od nje nalazili svi pronadeni
kulturni depoziti. Unutar kulturnih slojeva pronade-
no je mnostvo ulomaka kuhinjske, stolne i gradevne
keramike, ulomci osteoloSkoga Zivotinjskog mate-
rijala, ostatci ljustura mekusaca, kamena alatka te
ulomci litickih predmeta. Analizom keramike usta-
novljeno je kako je rije¢ o slojevima koje mozemo
datirati u bron¢ano doba, i to u srednju fazu, sto tre-

Situacijska fotografija tijekom istraZivanja (foto: Antonia Bacic)

cess to the hillfort is difficult due to pine forest,
especially widespread on the northern side of the
hill, and dense macchia which has also complete-
ly taken over the once arable terraces. Due to the
aforementioned situation, finding a suitable posi-
tion for carrying out archaeological research was
somewhat difficult. Its location was primarily in-
fluenced by geological elements. In most of the
potential locations, the bedrock isimmediately on
the surface, so the position of the archaeological
trial trench was chosen on the terrace area locat-
ed directly next to the ramparts, which have been
preserved today in a length of 15 m. On the sur-
face of the terrace, fragments of coarse prehistoric
pottery and potential remains of stone architec-
ture were visible. The trial trench was oriented in
a northeast-southwest direction. An area meas-
uring 2.5 x 1.5 m was investigated. The presence
of prehistoric structures was confirmed in the
southwestern part of the trial trench, while all the
cultural deposits found were located northeast
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Situational photograph during the research (photo: Antonia Bacic)

Ulomak kuénog lijepa s negativima Siblja na straznjoj te
zaravnanom prednjom povrsinom (foto: Ivan Maskovi¢)
Daub fragment with negatives of branches on the back and
a flattened front side (photo: Ivan Maskovic)

ba, naravno, potvrditi i radiokarbonskom analizom.
Posebno su zanimljivi nalazi ulomaka kuénog lijepa
koji se isticao kvantitetom uzoraka i kvalitetom izra-
de. Kod vecine ulomaka vidljivi su ostatci negativa
granja te Siblja, dok je kod nekih ulomaka sac¢uvana
i izvanjska zaravnana povrsina. Znatna koli¢ina lije-
pa daje nam naslutiti kako su arheoloska istrazivanja
provodena upravo u rubnom dijelu unutarnjeg dije-
la prapovijesnog objekta ili pak neposredno uz sam
objekt s njegove vanjske strane. Jos dodatna, ujedno
i veca kolicina lijepa ostala je in situ te ponovno zatr-
pana kako bi se buducéim arheoloskim istrazivanjima
dobila kompletna situacija koja ¢e pomodi pri preci-
Znijoj interpretaciji ovog nalazista.

Ulomak kuénog lijepa s negativima Siblja i grane (foto:
Ivan Maskovic)

Daub fragment with negatives of branches and twigs
(photo: Ivan Maskovic)

of it. Cultural layers yielded numerous fragments
of ceramic building material, kitchen- and table-
ware, fragments of animal osteological material,
remains of mollusk shells, stone tools and frag-
ments of lithic artifacts were found. Analysis of
the pottery has established that these are layers
that can be dated to the Bronze Age, to the mid-
dle phase, which should, of course, be confirmed
by radiocarbon analysis. Particularly interesting
are the finds of daub fragments, which stood out
for the quantity of pieces and the quality of work-
manship. The remains of negatives of branches
and twigs are visible on most of the fragments,
while some fragments have preserved the outer,
smooth surface. The considerable amount of pot-
tery suggests that archaeological research was
carried out precisely at the edge of the inner part
of the prehistoric structure or directly next to the
structure on its outer side. An additional, larger
amount of pottery remained in situ and was bur-
ied again so that future archaeological research
could obtain a complete picture that would help
in a more precise interpretation of this site.
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